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and the Civil Court was fsked to determine whether the services which the 
Magistrate required the ghatwals to perform were services which could legally 
be required of them or not. . 

Mr. Brut submitted that no body of police could be efficiently managed if, 
whenever an order was passed, the police officer was at liberty to go to the Civil 
Court and ask whether thé order was one which he was bound to obey. This 
result, so disastrous to discipline, was certainly owing to there being no ¢l 
defined and settled rules to which both the Magistrate and the ghatwals 
appeal, to know what they’could and what they could not be required to do, 

“The Select Committee, in considering the question, had received t assist. 
ance from the local officers in communication with whom the Bill had been 
drawn up. In considering the duties which the ghatwals should be called’ 
upon to ‘orm, the Committee had kept as closely as possible to the duties 
exacted from village chowkeedars. It was not, however, possible to adopt the 
whole of the Chowkeedaree Act, as the circumstances of the ghatwals differed 
in many eésential particulars from the circumstances of chowkeedars. It often 
happened that there were ten or twelve ghatwals in one village, of whom only one 
would } be required to act as a chowkeedar. In such cases the Bill suthorised the 
Magistrate to employ the surplus ghatwals on patrol duties ; but in doing so, the 

. Committee provided that a ghatwal should not be ce to patrol at a ter 

: distance than five miles from the village to which he belonged, and hesoold only 
be required to act as a patrol for three months in the year; after that he would 
be his own master for the remainder of the year. The Committee had made 
the duties of ghatwals as light as they consistently could, and they — 
that in the provision which they had made they had acted as fairly as possible 
to the ghatwal on the one hand, and the district officers of Government on the 
other. The Committee had also provided for the dismissal of a ghatwal; but 
as he had a quasi-hereditary interest in the land which formed his service 
tenure, it was provided that no ghatwal should be dismissed, except after three 
convictions within the space of two years, for disobedience to orders, wilful mis- 
conduct, or neglect of duty, or except after being sentenced to rigorous impri- 
sonment under the provisions of the Penal Code, or of any local or special oe 
As a further safeguard, it was provided that a ghatwal who had been dismissed 
should have a right of appeal to the Commissioner“of the Division. 

The Bill as settled by the Select Committee had the entire approval of the 
local officers, except with regard to section4. That section, as it stood wastlieaded 
to both by the Commissioner and the Magistrate; and as Mx. Bex only received 
the Commissioner’s letter yesterday, he had not had time to frame an amend- 
ment to meet the objection which was raised, but he hoped to do so at the next 
meeting of the Gouncil. : 

There was only one pther point to which he wished to refer. The Com- 

Ee mitfee had soeuleed @ petition from Messrs. Erskine and Co. and Messrs. 
f Gisborne and Co., who were large landed proprietors in one part of the district 
Need bbe wired They obj ee eee First, ~f 
: complained that the very great difficulty in collecting their rents from 
ghatwals. He should have observed that it was only in a portion of the district 
+9 of Bankoora that the quit-rent was paid to the Government. In the locality 
+, ia beverage pe remem 4 estates er — = oer was Lig had 
zemindar, and these gentlemen complain t ver [= 
in getting the hata to pay hi rent Ppa thems co essrs, Erski 
and to Messrs. Gisborne and Co. that in all probability the Government 
to make the same arrangement with them ‘as had been made 
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commencement of this century. They said that as the Government at the time 
took upon. themselves the control of ghatwals, they ought to guarantee the 
payment of the quit-rent, or restore to the zemindar the power of dismissing 
pry appointing the ghatwal. Mx. Bet did not think that this was a question 
which the Council would entertain. The-Select Committee had framed their 
Bill upon the existing practice—a practice which had been in force for very many 
years. The rate had at present the exclusive right of dismissing @ 

wal, and this right they had continued to the Magistrate ; it was a right 
which he Saad possessed, and which the Committee considered ought to be 
maintain bd 

There was another point in the petition with reference to which Mr. Bett 
wished to make one or two remar' The zemindars complained that the 

twal’s tenure had been made heredi' ; they said it was not hereditary. 
But in point of fact,the Committée had left the question of the tenure being 
hereditary or not hereditary, as far as the zemindar was concerned, entirely 
untouched. The provisions in this respect merely related to the Government 
on the, one side, and the ghatwal on the other. The ghatwal had been 
gran as against Government, a hereditary tenure under certain circum- 
stances, and the Committee had not attempted to interfere with any rights 
which the zemindar might possess. The zemindars complained that their 
reversionary rights had been altogether ignored ; but, in fact, the Committeo 
had not touched these reversionary rights, because they were not in question 
in the present Bill. Hon’ble members were perheps aware that these tenures 
had been a fruitful source of litigation between the ghatwals and the zemindars 
in every district in Bengal in which they existed. ‘The zemindars maintained 
that they had a right to resume these tenures on the necessity for the service 
ceasing ; but the Privy Council had held that the cessation of the service gave 
the zemindar no right to resume the tenure. These questions were, however, 
quite beside the Bill, and the Committee had not touched upon them. 

He did not think there was any further remark which it was necessary for 
him to make, but he wished to correct a statemont which he had made when 
he introduced the Bill. He then stated that Mr. Macaulay, to whose exertions 
they were much indebted for the very valuable information which he had 
laid before them, had expressed an opinion that it was perfoctly useless to 
attempt to turn these goatwele to te good account. Mr. Bex. found that he 
had entirely misapprehended what Mr. Macaulay had said. Mr. Macaulay’s 
opinion very much concided with his own, that so long as the duties of the 
casei were left undefined and undetermined it would be impossible to 
utilize them; but that, if the present Bill was passed, and the duties of the 
ghatwals were clearly defined, they might be made an efficient force. 

In conclusion, he thought it right to express on behalf of himself and the 
Select Committee the great advantage they had derived in discussing the 
measure from the assistance they had received from the local officers. Ina 
Bill of the peculiar nature of this one, it was necessary that the Select Com- 
mittee should proceed upon the experience of the local officers, and he hoped 
the Bill he now presented would answer the purpose which the local officers 
had in view. F : . 

The motion was agreed to. 

The consideration of section 4 was postponed; the rest of the Bill was 
agreed to as it stood. 


PROVINCIAL PUBLIC WORKS CESS. 


Tue How’sx Mr. Revxouns said that the Bill to provide for the lary of 


a cess for the construction and maintenance of provincial public works 
been i Si at he now begged to 
move that it be read in Council. ‘The measure was little more than_an appli 


Act to the new, The Road Cess Act of 1871 was at 
in force in all the districts of Lower Bengal, with the exception of Si 
n ad only come into force a few ‘south. ago, end ix » Chitta- 







S 


: se 
ea he = Wy io ae 
Petes: SMS Ss cba dais Fes a NS 


7 


349 SUI'PLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, APRIL 18, 1877. 





furnished ; but it was expected that in both these districts the preliminary o 
tions would be completed during the present cess year, and seg pi sal 
tion commenced from October next. ‘I'he three remaining districts which he had 
mentioned—Singhboom, the Sonthal Pergunnahs, and the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts—would no doubt escape all collections under this Bill; and it was under 
the consideration of Government in what way these districts might be made 
to contribute their proper quota to provincial revenues. But these distri 
were poor and were thinly inhabited, mostly by aboriginal tribes, and, under 
any circumstances, they could not contribute much. 

The first section of the Bill provided that the Lieutenant-Governor might 
exempt any district or sub-division of a district, or any estate or tenure, from 
the operation of the Act. That had been introduced with the object of allow- 
ing the Lieutenant-Governor to exempt from contributions under this Bill such 
parts of districts or estates as would be liable to the gure rate under the Bill 
which was in charge of his hon’ble colleague Mr. Ravenshaw. In the remainderof 
the sections the Road Cess Act was almost completely followed. The only section 
he need call particular attention to was section 8, which provided for the reali- 
zation of the cess. The realization of the road cess was regulated by section 23 of 
the Road Cess Act. It had been pointed out by the Board of Revenue that the 
mode of realization was cumbrous and inconvenient, and the Board had 
an amendment of the Act in that respect. It was therefore thought nm 
to provide that every amount which might become due to Government in res- 
pect of any arrears of the public works cess should be deemed to be a demand 
under section I of Bengal Act VII of 1868, and should be recoverable as such. 
The definitions of the road cess had been adopted in the present Bill. But as 
there might be room for some ambiguity as to what might be considered pro- 
vincial public works, the 11th section gave power to the Lieutenant-Governor 
to declare what works were to be deemed provincial public works for the pur- 
poses of the Bill. ‘ 

He thought he need not detain the Council with any further remarks, and 
he would therefore move that the Bill be read in Grenail, 

The Hon’ste Basoo Krisropas Pau said that there was no member of the 
Council who could have heard His Honor the President's statement last week 
without deeply feeling the responsibility of his position, or wishing to offer the 
Lieutenant-Governor his hearty co-operation and support in meeting the 
difficulties which frowned upon His Honor at the very threshold of his career 
as the responsible ruler of Bengal. He was well aware that whatever might be 

_said here as to the reasons on which it had been decided to throw the burden 
of additional:taxation on Bengal, or as to the principles of the new taxation, 
Bills now before this Council would not alter the decision of the Government 
of India; but he hoped His Honor would not deny to hon’ble members the 
right, which the'constitution of the Council conferred on them, to examine for 
themselves those reasons and principles. In discussing a measure of taxation 
in ‘this Council, hon’ble members labored under great disadvantages, as they 
had not the requisite detailed information regarding the financial operations of 
Government beyond what was contained in published reports, returns, and 
a but with the information thus available he ventured té offer a few 
remar j 

The first point to which he would crave leave to draw the attention of the 

Council was the part which Bengal had played in the interesting drama of 

the rise‘ and.ptogress of the British power in the East. It was an historical fact 

that the Reyolutiun which led to the planting of the British s on the 

~ soil of Bengal was brought about by a few leaders of the nation, wh, driven 
despair by the oppressions and cruelties of Suraja-doula of ill fame, invi 

ive to take possession of the country and to wield the sceptre. And | 

oes bat Sos pining Comey he Saat, 4 

till it. now covered almost the whole Indian peninsula; how the small band of 

gnerchants became the rulers of one-fifth of the human Englan¢ 
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from the reign of Lord Hardinge, which in- 
quent of Sind and ho rat Ribk war; the fourth, the Dalhousian 
‘annexation; the fifi, the Sepoy Mutiny; and the sixth, the direct 
nent of the country by the Crown. From 1757 to 1805 occurred that 
dominion which ensued between the English, the French, 
ae in the country. Within this period were waged 
of a end Baxar between the English and the Emperor of 
Mir im, which won for the East India Company the province of 
Rohilla war, the Mahratta war, the Mysore wars, and the conflict 
the Nawab Vizier of Ondl and the Emperor of Delhi, in which the 
English su the former. The result of this warfare was the establish- 
ment of British power on « broad and strong basis, the acquisttion of Behar « 
in 1764, of the Carnatic and other provinces in Madras in 1801, of the ceded 
districts in North India which now constituted the North-West Provinces from 
the Nawab Vizier of Oudh in 1801, and of Orissa from the Mabrattas in 1803- 
1804. And who was it that supplied the sinews of war during this eventful 
period? The earliest revenue returns he had seen did not go back further 
than 1792, and from the returns from the years 1792-93 to 1801, he would 
ive to the Council the receipts and charges of the then three divisions of the 
pany’s territories. In 1712-03 the gross revenues of Bengal were £5,512,761, 
from Madras” £2,476,312, and of Bombay, £236,555. In that year the gross 
arges were for Ben £3,873,859, for. Madras £2,222,878, and for Bomba 
£344,006. The surplus revenue of Bengal was therefore £1,658,902. te 
would not wi the Council by going into the figures of all these years, but 
take the year 1801, which was the last of the years he wished to allude to. But _ 
he might say that during those years the surplus revenue of Bengal varied 
from £1,439,822 to £2,157,785. In the year 1801 the gross revenue of 
Bengal amounted to £6,658,334, of Madras £3,540,268, and of Bomba: 
£286,457. The gross charges were for Bengal £5,420,966, for Madras $4,614,387, 
and for Bombay £1,482,832—Bengal therefore again yielding a surplus revenue 
of £1,237,868. He stopped at 1801, because after that year the ceded districts 
of the North-West were annexed to Bengal, and the revenues of the two were 
mixedap. It would be seen from this statement that the revenues of Bengal — . 
in the early days of the English in India not only contributed to the acquisie, ), 
tion of new territories, but also to the support of those which passed under’ ‘ 
English rule. As the wave of British power rolled on, the stream of Bengal 
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revenue went with it to feed that wave, and they had now thé pleasure Pee, | 
of seeing its fertilizing showers convert the newly scquired provinces into ~ 
smiling . So-much for the contribution which Bengal had made from 

the means of its children to the building up of the vast and,» 

* glorious empire of England in the East. tae Soy 


_ To turn new to another phaso of the question, how had Bengal been treated 

in its turn? “They hdd the recorded testimony of by far most distin. 

apy ging ooneg al of Bengal, Sir Jokn Peter Grant, on this point, 
aletter to the British Indian Association on the subject of the Oe Ae 
dated the 17th December 1861, Sir J. P. Grant wrote ct | 


perhaps it is not always borne in. mind that the provincial 










* amount of revenue and comprised the largest number of the population, it 





reg dag 4 faa ore to 
+ Now he thought that no one would have the hardihood to q 
truth of this statement, but he had still further evidence. ‘Sir Genes 


thus spoke on this point in this Council at the time of the introduction. 9 
how Ges Bill in 1871 — et uy 


“ Look at the roads, court-houses, serais, jails, and many other things in other 
India, and. you see at 0 glance that Bengel had gress nosis, and whateiar tha teee ai 
difference might be, if it was to be set right at all, wo must do it ourselves, or 
would not be done at all.” , n 
Well, they had it on the testimony of Sir J. P. Grant that up to 1961 
financial justice had not been done to Bengal. How did the matter stand 
since? He had compiled some figures showing Public Works Expenditure Or. , 
dinary from 1861-62 to 1872-73 ; he had not seen later returns of divisional 
‘ iture of the five great provinces of the Empire—Bengal, the North. 
‘est Provinces, the Punjab, Madras, and Bombay; he had not taken into 
account the smaller provinces, as they were still in a nascent condition. "The 
total grant for Public Works Ordinary from 1861-62 to 1872-73 was for Bengal 
£8,691,000, while the gross revenue during those years amounted to 
' £188,819,000 ; for the North-West Provinces the grant was £4,193,000, and the 
gross revenue £69,679,000; for the Punjab the grant was £6,791,000, and the 
revenue £40,573,000; for the Madras Presidency the apt was 
108,000, and the gross revenue £88,509,000; for Bombay. and Sindh the 
grant was £12,437,000, and the gross revenue £109,506,000, The proportion 
of expenditure to revenue was therefore in Bengal £4 11s. per cent., in the 
North-West Provinces £6 0s. 4d. per cent., in the Punjab £16 15s? per cent., in 
Madras £9 4s, per cent., and in Bombay £11 7s. per cent. The proportion 
head of , population was in Bengal 2s. 8d., in the North-West Provinces 2s, fa, 
in the Punjab 4s. 8d. in Madras 5s. 3¢., and in Bombay lds. 4d. 
It would thus be seen that though Bengal had yielded the largest 


had had the smallest assignment from the imperial funds for the improve- 
sent of its material condition. But it might be said that perhaps justice 
had been done to it in the allotments for Public Works Extraordinary. 
He found that the total outlay on irrigation works to the end of 
ear 1875-76 was £16,454,000, of which £7,988,000 were spent in the 
orth-West and in the Punjab, and £4,000,000 in Bengal, the remainder being 
spent in Madras and Bombay. The total outlay on State Railways up, to the 
year 1779-80 was estimated at £16,780,000, and the allotment to 
amounted to £2,400,000. His object in laying these aguiy before the Council 
was to show that Bengal had hitherto been grossly neglected, and that though 
secaped the conscience of the Government of India was roused towards it, it 
had taken a new hound, and new taxation was to be imposed upon the le 
of this province to. provide for the interest upon the capital outlay and 
working expenses of the canals, though with their surplus revenue the Govern- 
“ment had hitherto prosecuted works in the other provinces, which had materially | 
improved the imperial revenue and vastly enriched those provinces. Now, 
would submit with all deference that if a debtor and creditor nt had been 
kept with Bengal, showing her contributions towards thé extension and consoli« 
dation of the Empire, and towards the material improvement of the copa ot 
vinces, it would be manifest that Bengal, far from presen’ deficit. inal 
ir an 
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* new taxation was réq would hayo an enormous balance in its 
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| i# tribute to the Government of India for protection and imperial aduiinistra- 
a - The figures of the year 1872-73—those of later years he had not seen in 
“y is rsrteoney how Bengal stood from this point of view. ‘The gross 
from Madras was £8,173,806, and the gross charges £6,020,074, leaving 
a surplus Of £2,153,732. ‘The gross revenue from Bombay was £9,512,498, and 
the gross charges £7,313,506, leaving a surplus of £2,198,992. The gross revenue 
derived from the North-West Provinces was £5,8%1,067, and the gross charges 
were £2,258,982, the surplus being £3,572,135. In the Punjab the gross revenue 
was £3,688,076, and the charges £2,129,928, leaving a surplus of £1,458,148. 
But in the gross revenue was £15,831,072, and the gross charges being 
‘no more than £5,756,334, an enormous hey of £10,074,288 was left. It would 
thus be at once apparent that Bengal yielded the largest surplus. But it might 
be urged that Bengal could not justly claim the full amount of the opiurh and 
customs revenues which were derived in rig and he was quite willing tomake 
a reasonable deduction on that account. In 1872-73 Benures opium realized * 
£2,468,024,and allowing one-fourth of the customs revenue ie the share 
of North India, and a similar deduction being allowed for the Bombay 
Customs—for since the opening of the Suez Canal and the completion of tiv 
Jubbulpore line of the East Indian Railway there were now two routes for 
commerce into Northern India—the total deductions amounted to £2,710,000, 
which, being deducted from the = of Bengal, left anet balance of seven 
and one-third millions in favour of Bengal. He had, however, heard it said that 
it was China, and not Bengal, which paid the opium revenue; but the wine 
duties of England which amounted to about twenty millions were paid by consu- 
mera in other countries, and yet the English treasury took the credit of it: In 
fact, all-export duties were paid by consumers in other countries, but the produce 
of the duties was considered revenue. Again, they had been told that the revenue 
“was so large because the Government maintuined a monopoly ; but if an excise 
duty had been levied on opium, and the receipts had been less, the difference 
would have gone into the pockets of the people, and it was therefore a direct 
contribation by them. Further, it had been argued that Bengal was not defended 
in Bengal. No one denied that; but the question was whether the surplus that 
Bengal yielded did not cover the cost of its protection and the benefits it derived 
from imperial administration. i 
He was quite conscious that the facts and figures he had put forward 
would not alter the determination of the Government of India, and would not 
therefore affect the question before them. ‘The fiat had gone forth that Bengal 
shall be taxed, and nothing would probably alter that decision. | But if the 
facts and: figures which he had taken the trouble to collect from official records, 
‘and for listening to which with so much patience he had to thank hon’ble . 
members, satisfied His Honor that financial en had not been done %o 
Bengal, he felt confident that His Honor, who was not only the responsible 
ruler, but also the mouthpiece of Bengal, would take them into consideration in 
another capacity, and plead at the bar of the Government of India for that 
justice to the dumb millions of this province. . 
He now came to the Bills before the Council. Although the Irrigation 
Coss Bill had not yet been introduced, the principles which had led to the 
i ion of the ‘two Bills were identical, and he hoped His Honor would 
permit him to discuss them together. : 
The principle on which the Government of India had acted was a distine- 
tion between Public Works Ordinary and Extraordinary, of general and of 
utility, and a fresh charge was thus thrown on the Local Govern- 
ent. It was said that works of provincial utility were not works of 
and that therefore they should be charged to provincial funds and 
imperial fund. Now, if the question were Considered calmly and 


ed ag Ie tee Beton distinction drawri was more fanciful 
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And again he remarked :— ° ty ae 
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utility enrich the Empire ; Sut althagh the two dlowes of works thus run PP pon os 
the distinction is nevertheless a real one, and it has not been sufficiently reoognized. 

Such being the case, he would submit that the two major consi 
should merge into the minor. But there were other reasons whty the cost | 
the canals and railways should be treated as an imperial charge. What 
the primary objects of nr gua works? The first was an in 
imperial revenue from land, and the second the development of the material 
resources of the country; but the arbitrary distinction made ignored the 

that the land revenue was greatly increased ‘by extension of culti- 
. his point was clearly set forth in a short extract which he would * 
to the Council from a recent work on irrigation in India ;— 

“Taking £3 per acre as the value of uce from canal-irrigated lands per annum, 
and Government he of land joerding at -the value of produce, on foe million 
acres watered by State canals the &mount will be two millions sterling per annum Jand assess- 
ment, which Government would not derive but for the canals,” 

* But the canals, although a fertile source of imperial revenue, were now 
declared works of provincial utility, and the charge on them was treated as a local 
instead of an imperial burthen, apart from the other fact that the increase of 
wealth meant the enrichment of the Empire. Then, again, a 
Irrigation, the provinces of Bengal Proper and Orissa were differently si 
compared with the other parts of the pape The natural rai was 
sufficient in Bengal, and drought occurred but occasionally. ‘Then the soil and © 













~ the nature of the crops in Bengal required incessant moisture, and in this a 





the irrigation works failed to accomplish the rope they were intended to 
falfil. With regard to Orissa, perhaps he could not do better than quote the 
remarks contained in the Bengal Administration Report of 1871-72 on the 


subject. They were as follow:— 

» “The rainfall in Orissa averages about 55 to 60 inches, and it cannot possibly be expect- 
ed that the people should be willing to pay such high rates for water os in countries where 
the rainfall is one-half or one-fourth the quantity, This too is not all: high rates are 
mow ee water supplied at seasons when there is little rain; the deltas of the southora 
vors‘of Madras receive a full oupply tam the Western Ghats at a time when thore is little 
on the Madras Congt, and the North-Western Provinces and Punjab ( anals derive 
chief revenue from the irrigation of the cold-weather and spri when thors js - 

Orissa rivers have an extremely scanty flow of water at 

on the irrigation of the rieé and other rainy soason 








crops for a revenue from the ‘ 
Poe eo dorms Erle meas, sans bac slill hold a 
a ee aos walicon 
askilful system, will give better crops than an irrogujar, 
tthe people look on a water-rate merely as a sort of i 
of the rains, especially a failure at the end of the season; and they 
wy rates till at least the failure is actually on them. 
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e whole ofthe provision for irrigation works and State Railways in Ben 
ed be made by the Local Government. These public works hod owed fea 
igin to the action of the Imperial Government, but having proved financial 
failures, were now made over to the Bengal Government ; in fact, the 
ple of these provinees were called upon to make up the loss which the 
Peernment of India had sustained by its own inconsiderateness. He admit- 
tod that they had been undertaken by the Government of India with the best 
of motives, but there had been a sad want of information and foresight on the 
subject. There could be no doubt that, if the Government had not purchased 
some of these works at exceedingly high prices, they would have been perhaps 
sold for a mere song»; for their prospects were never very cheering, and no one 
would have paid the high price for them that the Government did. Now, in 
order to meet current interest and working charges of these undertakings, it 
was proposed to double the road cess, which, when it was first imposed, was 
intended to be confined to local purposes only. He could not understand wh 
the ‘‘land” alone had been singled out for taxation, when these works, if 
they were to be regarded as an insurance against future famines, would in that 
sense be beneficial to the whole community, though he doubted that, when water 
could not be had in sufficient quantities whem most needed, they could justly be 
regarded as an insurance against drought. On the other hand, if the general 
wealth of the nation was developed by meats of irrigition canals and railways, 
the whole country would be benefitted. But because the road cess wasa simple 
method—and he was quite willing to admit that as a means of drawing direct 
taxation, the plan of the road cesswas by far the easiest, cheapest, and least 
troublesome—that was no reason that the land should bear the whole burthen. 
It should be remembered that, when the road cess was first proposed, it was 
regarded as an inroad on the Permanent Settlement. Nor was it unjustly so 
rded. When the Permanent Settlement was made Lord Cornwallis wrote 
to the Court of Directors ;— 
“If at any future period the public exigencies should require an addition to your 
resources, you must look for it in the increase of tho general wealth and commerce of. the 
country, and not in the augmentation of the tax upon the land.” 


And here he would, with the permission of the Council, make a digression, 
and submit a statement showing the produce of indirect taxes in the five great 
Provinces of the Empire. 

Thus North-Western Provinces yield in salt £476,608, excise £203,391, 
stamps £351,328, customs, after taking due credit from Bengal and Bombay, 
£245,372—total £1,276,699. Similarly, the Punjab yields in salt £541,255, 
excise £97,129, stamps £239,242, customs £294,851—total £1,471,475. Madras, 
salt £1,331,183, excise £602,767, stamps £484,246, customs £315,468—total 
£2,753,664. Bombay, salt £796,244, excise £377,939, stamps £458,385, 
customs, less deduction for Northern India at one-fourth, £547,140—total 
£2,179,758. Bengal, salt £2,648,361, excise £698,817, stamps £935,108, 
customs, less deduction for the share of Northern India at one-fourth, £810,031— 
total £5 002,317. 

It would be thus seen that the four principal branches of indirect taxation 
were most productive in Bengal, fully justifying the expectation of the far-see- 
lon who gave this Magna Charta to the agricultural population of 

al 

nosis erroneous notions seemed to exist as to the character of the Perma- 
nent Settlement, and he could not therefore do better than give the judicfal 
construction of it in the words of Messrs, Tucker, Barlow, and Hawkins, 
Judges of the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut in 1848. They said:— 
_ “It is a narrow and contracted view to'suppose that the Permanent Settlement consists ” 
in nothing more than the obligation on the part of the palate US © certain amount of 
revenue annually to the Government. The settlement iss compact by which the. zemindar 
engages on his part to pay a fixed amount of revenue to the State; and the State on its 

Zuarantees to the zemindar, by means of its judicial and fiscal administration, the 
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" levy of a Rural Police on land in Bengal. On perusal-of Sir B 
Peacock's Minute, Lord jo wroté as follows :— — 

“T have studied with deep attention tho valuable Minute which has been by 
‘our honorable and learned colleague Mr. Peacock, sitive tthe loa or etal nigh 
the Government of India to lovy a further assessment on the holders of in these 


Provinoes for the pas t of a police force. ‘The draft Act on which Mr. Peacock com. 
ments was. by m from the Go t of Bengal. I am therefore the 
ihe to 


more bound to say that the clear reasoning by wh’ has supported his opinion, adverse 
the lory &f tos vecposel vase on the beck rs of lands, has f y convinced sie thetdate oe 
should not be extended to rural villages. I therefore assent on my own part that the word 
‘ village’ should be omitted from the draft Act.” ¢ 


That opinion was subscribed to by the other Members of Council—the 
Hon'ble Mr. Dorin, the Hon’ble General Low, and the Hon'ble Mr, Halliday. 


_ The Indian Educational Blue-Book, which was published a few years ago by 
_ Order of the House of Commons, also contained a number of opinions of the 


most distinguished Indian officials on the subject of the permanent. settle- 
ment, in which it was broadly stated that the imposition of the road céss 
would be a breach of the settlement. The Indian Council was divided on the 
subject, and it was a vote which carried the — of the Secretary*of State 
sanctioning the imposition of the -present cess. Such eminent Indian 
statesmen as Sir ErskinePerry, Sir Frederick Halliday, Sir Frederick Currie, 
Mr. H. T. Prinsep, Mr. R. D. Mangles, and Sir Henry Montgomery opposed 
the cess on the ground that it involved a direct infringement of the ea 
nent Settlement. But if the road cess was a violation of the pledge given, 
how muclr mere so was the proposed cess embodied in the Bill now under 
consideration? There ould in fact be no comparison between the two. The 
Secretary of State hedged in the road cess with the following conditions :— 


“It would indeed be most desirable if the local character of these rates be 
emphatically marked by committing both the assessing of them and the application of them’ 
to bodies” * * **yand éf P apsoied to carry the people along with us through their 
natural native borders, both in assessment and in the expenditure of local rates. ¥ 

‘© It is, above all things, Sed that the benefits to be derived from the rates should be 

brought home to their doors,—that these benefits should be palpable, direct, immediate." , 

That was the opinion of the Secretary of State. And Sir George Campbell, 
when the Bill was before the Council, spoke of it in the following terms :— 

“ The object and intention of this Bill was to make a beginning of self-government by 
introducing a mode of local self-taxation, and leaving the administration of the funds 
received from local taxation to the people of the locality for whose benefit and improvement 
the taxes are imposed ?” 

And again :— ¥ 

* The object, the principle, the very essence of this Bill was ly this, that we sought 
to obtain from the people of Bengal permission ee ee own bene- 
fit, not for the general purposes of Government, but for the looal benefit of a particular 
locality ; audgwe wish to make the form and mode of taxation as local as we can.” 


The object of the cess was this made distinct both as to place and time, and 
it was not then contemplated go increase it. In fact, when Mr. Wordie antici- 
pated the future by expressing an apprehension of,increase of taxation by this 
easy method, Sir George Campbell remarked that here was no reasen for such 
an Sppecnension, saying that “he did not know whether any additional cess 
would ever be imposed.” But the present Bill proposed the doubling of the 
road cess for provincial works, whan would necessarily be to. the 
class in’ inland. That such class taxation was opposed to all sound 
principles of taxation and justice would be seen from the a ee ne 
one of the most eminent economists produced by England, John Stuart 
Writing on the subject of a tax on rents, he said:— : 
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the Council had to consider 









7 “4 whether 
confiscation was not involved in the scheme of 
i oN the Bill was or wi aa open to “the 


é * 
Now,it might be said that the Government was obliged to have recourse to 
extra taxation on account of the burdens thrown upon it. But was there no other 
means at hand for obtaining revenue? If the salt tax were raised 8 annas a 
“maund, the yield would be more than forty lakhs, while the pressure would be 
little more than one anna per head: But by doubling the road cess, which 
was at the maximum figure of two pice in the rupee, the sum to be realised 
was, he believed, estimated at 33 lakhs, of which 20 lakhs might be said to be 
the share of ryots and small tenure-holders, if the cess were levied at the 
maximum sum in all districts. He did not know the exact number of cess: 
payers who were 2 ed or small tenure-holders ; but taking the estimates of the 
eonsus report of the agricultural population at 24 millions, the pressure per 
head was about 13 annas; and giving four souls to each family, the pressure 
per head of each agricultural family came to three annas one pie, or over 300) 
per cen. of the proposed addition to the salt tax. 

The salt tax was'one which many authorities in Bengal were of opinion 
should be regarded as a provincial reserve in casés of urgent necessity. Six 
years ago, during*the discussions on the Road Cess Bill, the Hon'ble Mr. Scialch 
said :— ; 4 d 
*- ‘ 

“Tf it should be necessary to have recourse to provincial taxation, ‘he belteved that an 
inorease in the salt duty only would prove the most suitable for that purpose, and therefore 
it must be held in reserve.” 


His Honor the present Lieutenant-Governor was also strongly in favor of 
an dncrease to the salt tax in lieu of the road cess, and perhaps he could ‘not 
do Letter than read to the Council some extracts fromm @ speech made by His 
Honor ir this Council six years ago :— t 

“The Hon'ble Ashley Eden said he did not propose to follow His Honor the President 
on the question of local taxation, but only desired to express his general concurrence in the 
viows that had been expressed. But as allusion had been made to those who were strongly 
in favour of an increased salt duty in lieu of direct taxation, and as he had taken an active 
part in supporting that view, he thought that he might be permitted to give his . reasons for 
the notions which he entertained on the subject. He should like to state his reasons for not 
considering the arguments that had been adduced by the Hon'ble the President against an 
increase of the salt duty as altogether conclusive. 

« First, it was said that salt was an article of imperial revenue, which we-were therefore 
unable to tax. No doubt if the Council was to sit down and propoge to passa law for 
raising the duty.on salt, this objection would be absolutely unanswerable ; and obviously, if 
the Government of India would not consent to our raising funds for Provincial Services by 
an increase of the salt duty, there was an end to the matter. 

“But what he doaired to urge, and what those who thought with him detired to " 
was that if it could be conclusively shown that the sglt tax was best mode of raising the 
‘axation for provinci i i 
















to the imposition of a small addition to the existing 

purposes. Hyery otie fully admitted that this Council could not impose 

:all that it was desired to urge was that the Government of India, in lieu of 

pressing us to raiso local cesses of an irritating and wasteful character, might themselves do 
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and, in fact, which nol y were paying a t 
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ior a long time ; yet the first investigation into thewub- 
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those who knew that the salt which they consumed had been subjected to the payment of @ 
‘duty, didnot know how the tax was paid or collected, Pers hey ; 
ore eee Bet be aeehk Cust watk-oxrerptans 













lg tee ie vetting it upon th But he thought that such 

burden e rich’ upon the ¥ 0) an 2 

would hardly bear examination ; it ap which had often been used and’ as ‘often, refuted 

For although probably the poor man consumed as much salt as the rich man, yet if we took 

into consideration the iar relations of the rich with the poor—if we oonsider the number 

of retainers that the richer classes of the natives had always about them—it would be 
that the ay nt inequality did not in fact exist ; for every native was accustomed to feed his 
retainers, and they therefore not only paid the tax themselves, but for all their retainers ae 
well. Where a poor man paid a single rate, the rich man paid 10, 20, 80, or 50 rates; as the 
case might be. Anyway, if the tax was hoavy on the poor man, he gold not be slow to 
shift it, by the increased price of labor, to the rich.” 
Nothing could be more clear, more cogent, and more convincing than the 
F ents of His Honor in favour of aslight addition to the salt tax asa 
: enbdtitute of direct taxation; and what His Honor said six years ago would 
hold equally good now. He need not repeat the opinion so dften expressed that 
direct taxation was utterly unsuited to the habits, feelings, and character of the 
people of this country. "The only argument that he had heard in favor of the 
new system of local finance was that it gave more freedom to the Local Govern. 
ments. He was free to confess that that was a consummation most devoutly 
to be wished for; but the cost at which that freedom had been purchased was 
very great, and the principles on which the system of localization of the charges 
referred to was based were contrary to justice, reason, and right. He was 
personally as warm an advocate of home rule as ever existed; but he prized 
justice above all things ; and when he saw that the freedom of the Local Govern- 
ment was to be bought ut the sacrifice of the plighted faith of the State, and at 
the risk of partial confiscation of one class of profits, as John Stuart Mill called 

» it, he could not help saying that it was too dear a price. 

He had done. He thanked the hon’ble members for the courtesy and 
attention with which they*had listened to him. He felt that he should not be 
doing his duty ifhe did not mention that there was a considerable feeling 
among the native community on the subject of the proposed taxation. He 
hoped it would not be understood that they wished to evade their legitimate 
burdens. They were deeply grateful to the British Government for the 
manifold blessings they had received from it, and they yielded to none in 
loyal devotion to make the necessary sacrifice for the well-being of the common- 
wealth. But they wanted justice. And they had_ this conatlanen that they 
had at the present moment one at the head of the Local Government who knew 
the people, and whom the people knew, who warmly sympathised with them, 
and to whom they were deeply attached, for whose sake they were p to 
make any-reasonable sucrifice; and who, they felt confident, would do nothing 
which t involve wrong and injustice to them. 

NOR THE Prrsipeyr said, he did not gather from what had 
that the hon’ble member desired to oppose the motion which was ° 
the Council, which was that the Bill be read in Council. But he understood the - 
hon’ble member's object to be to assent to the Bill as a necessity, and at the same 
time to take that opportunity of explaining his reasons for thinking that, from the © 

, first connection of: the British Government with this country up’ to the present 
moment, Bengal had been treated with great injustice in financial matters. He 

would not attempt to follow the hon’ble member through that interesting and 

able Sketch of the past financial history of Bengal which he had given the 

Council, neither had he the materials before him to enable him to do so even 

if he wished it, or thought it could answer any good purpose. © 

: ape do Peg becom le pee and that even’ 

* he had q had been accurately sifted ind analysed, and wero cor 

that was not the question w ich they ; : 

to His Honor to propose a re-adjustment of the accounts as ec 
the other provinces of or osetia beter roe 










































1 say onthe otherside; so that any adj 






eee 


exe ms of fin ly 2 century would not be to 

in any very ite conclusions. There was no argument which had not 
es toit, he eee nee ss to the past, other provinces 

also haye theirsay. Take as an instance the first argument which had been 
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the people of first invited the British Government to 
in this country and establish their rule there, and contributed 
of the Empire, and had ever since contributed to its mainte- 
uisition of other territories beyond, and that this con- 
should be treated with great forbearance in the 
it nite — that the other provinces which had 
and included within British India, subsequent. to the first estab- 
lishment in Bengal might argue that the whole of the taxation should be borne 
Bengal, because the British Government was brought here without consulting 
em, and Bengal had provided the means for maintaining and extending the 
British ap: da India, In the same way something might be said per contra 
to all the claims which the hon’ble gentleman had made‘on behalf of Be 
But it would answer no good purpose now to go over the various points 
had ised as to the past, for the only point left open to them to discuss 
was what they had todo. Now they had got a burden thrown upon them, and 
they had to consider the best means of meeting that burden. Was it best met 
by the proposals which he had made to the Council, or had any hon’ble 
member any better ae agen to make on the subject? His hon’ble friend 
had niet § very able argument of his friend Sir John Grant, and of 
Sir George Campbell, as opposed to the principle of the Bill now before 
the Council. Sir John Grant pointed out that nothing had been done 
for Bengal in the way of assigning it funds for opening out communications » 
up to 1861; and Sir George omg had said that very little had been done 
since, which was no doubt true. But it appeared to His Honor that, if the 
hon'ble member had been arguing in favor of this Bill, he could not have 
adduced any stronger argument than that of those two gentlemen, because they 
wanted to show that whatever was raised in Bengal was spent elsewhere, and 
that Bengal did not receive its fair share of its own revenues. The object of 
the present system of decentralization was to put a stop to that state of things, 
and to secure to Bengal a certain amount of the revenue which it had to raise 
for itself. In nearly eve 
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ral taxation, of which they could have no account, and from,which they 
should receive but little benefit,—a system under which they were to i 
their own taxation, and look after the development and expenditure of their 
own finances. But oe ee it be — the —— of 
India naturally asked to be reliev e cost of constructing 
which that toma could not have met atthe present time without 
imposing some form or other of taxation. The question was whether 
should have local taxation and local administration of the funds thus raised, or 
imperial taxation and imperial administration of the new revenues to be raised. 
There was no question of local taxation or no taxation at all. He 
introduced was a very sound one; he looked 0 
as one of the first steps towards 
eueettngly pendent 
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farther assistance to bo Entered His hon’ 

now proposed to make'the people Bengal N 

sau wore constructed as a venture which had now turned out. 

. were not remunerative. His Hoxor himself only knew of 
Bengal which was taken up as a venture, and which had 

cial failure, and that was the Mutlah Railway. Well, 

made over to Bengal without a single penny o 3 it had , ; 

them without any charge as regards capital, though the value of tho fi even 

them 

















then was perhaps doubtful. As regards the other railways, although 
to meet the intrest on the capital as a first charge, there not one 
which, in the course of two or three years, would not pay the interest upon the 
italexpended upon them, and some of them would almost immediately do 
so. But they had also to provide capital to extend Gone he acon ae 
He thought there was nothing which could possibly be done for Bengal 
would tend so much to the development of the wealth and trade of the pro- 
vince, and the good of its people, as these cheap lines of railway, giving distimt 
and isolated places of production ready access to the la mar! Tt 
was a point upon which he had never heard» any difference of opinion among 
“those who had opportunities of seeing the material benefits conferred upon 
ad me by the facilities which this means of inter-communication’ 


Then his hon’ble friend had said that nobody in his ‘senses would have 

id the Orissa Irrigation Company the price which the Government had given 

a er their works, and that consequently it would have eventually come into the 

f market for absolutely nothing, and:the company would have been glad to yor = 
‘ finy price that they could have olitained. That might have been true if 


ie Government had not guaranteed the interest upon the capital; but as long as 
hit Government guaranteed the interest upon the capital, there would always have 
» . been somebody ready to purchase it. Obviously it was the best for the Goy- 


ernment to take it over and try to get something from it, rather ‘than to go on 
paying interest without receiving anything in return. Whether they paid too 
i much for the business, or not, was another question. 
os The hon’ble gentleman had quoted some remarks of the Secretary of State 
© asbearing upon the principle of the Bill now before the Council. “But those 
ks referred to the sees of local cesses for local purposes, aud had 
nothing whatever to do with the question now before the Council. In 
ing of a measure for making local works chargeable upon local rates, it was 
no doubt perfectly correct to say that the works should be such works that_ 
the people should immediately and locally benefit from them, and that they 
should have a voice in the management of the fund which was raised from 
‘buch taxation. But the proposal now under consideration was a different thing; 
it was a measure for raising a further sum of money for the general develap- 
ment of works for the benefit of the wholef these inces, and. therefore 
‘nothing which the Secretary of State had said on the subject of purely local 
works would haye any application to the present question. ‘ far 
He was sorry that his hon'ble friend had raised again the question of the 
breach of the permanent settlement, because, although no doubt it, was a ques- 
' tion upon which there was a great conflict of authority and difference of 
inion, he thought it was a matter the principle of which had been decided 
time when it was ined, with the approval of the Local Goyer 
and also “rye shor of the Supreme Government and of Parliament, 
“system of cesses for local improvements. Whatever had to be: 
; had been said then, and'it had now been finally and. defir 
che was ames fo dis tore-open it, 
! been said 













































friend. He wa ene over a ephaes a amp 
: \ ; ©-had given expression on the occasion to whi 
Hs hon’ ble friond referred that there was no tax which would be felt as little, and 
which pera aed of oe Fe and in every way so desirable, as the salt tax. 
But it was ly out of his power to propose such a tax to meet the present 
difficulty» In the first place it was a tax which was reserved by the Covsedt 










ment of India in its own hands, for increase or decrease, according as t 
might fall or not upon the imperial revenues of the State, But it 


was not even in the power of the Government of India to igerease the salt 
tax at present for certain practical reasons. There were three or four differ- 
ent systems of salt duty going on in parallel lines in Bombay, Madras, the 
North-Western Provinces, and sor Among the many difficulties which they 
bad to deal with in connection with this state of things was this—that while the 
people of Bengal, from their great prosperity, arising no doubt from their lo; 
connection with the British Government to which his hon’ble friend had alluded, 
were able to py without difficulty almost any amount of salt tax, the people 
Madras and Bombay, who were said to be much poorer, though he was not sure 
that this was the case, declared themselves unable to pay 4 salt tax very much less 
‘than the'tax which was imposed on the people of Bengal, and the consequence 
«of this difference had been that a most expensive and in other ways objection- 
able system of internal customs had been established to prevent the salt of one 
‘province going intoanother. The object the Government of-India, he believed, 
in view was to equalize as far as possible the rate of the salt duty in the 
different presidencies, and to do away with this objectionable inland customs line, 
But if they attempted to raiso the salt tax in Bengal, they would be increasin, 
this difficulty, and it would be almost impossible to bring about an equalization 
the salt tax in the different presidencies. He had no doubt, however, that the 
Government would be able in the course of time to approximately equalize the 
duties, and do away with the customs line. But it was obviously quite 
impossible to think of imposing a further rate of duty on salt under such cir- 
arse and it was no use thinking of asking the Government of India to 
0 





























80. ‘ 
He did not know whether his hon’ble friend had any other scheme of taxa- 
tion to maggest in place of this one which he had laid before the Council. He 

red that on the whole his hon’blo friend would support it, and he w, 
grateful to,him-for the terms in which he had promised his co-operation 
meeting the requisition for fands which had been received from the Supreme 
Government. H1s Hoxor was quite aware that it was very far from being a 
perfect. scheme, and that it was open to very many objections. He felt just 
as keenly as his hon’ble friend did that he would much rather not ask the 
Council to impose any new burden upon the inhabitants of this province. 
But having the me ee thrown ypon him, and very little time left him to 
‘think about it, he was.not now prepared to propose any form of taxation 

| which was less open to objection than this scheme of a provincial cess. 

The motion was then agreed to, and the Bill referred to a Select Com- 
mittee, consisting of the Hon'ble Mr. Reynolds, the Hon'ble Baboo Isser 
Chunder Mittra, the Hon'ble Baboo Kristodas Pal, and the mover, with 
instructions to report in two weeks. 


* 
EXTENSION OF THE LABOR DISTRICTS’ EMIGRATION ACT 
ren. TO CHITTAGONG. ‘ 


Pur Hox’are Ma, Brut. moved for leave to bring in a Bill to extend the pro- 





visions of Bengal Act V11 of 1873 (the Labour Districts’ Emigration Act) to the 

















rig ae out on the journey, ag Se pg: 
cin ht dein no control over the transport ; and 
oa, the Government had at present no 
the coolies were properly cared for. The Magistrate of 
Gletieadty inpented ecvecl ee et ee eee 
naturally resented the interference of the Magistrate, 
didnot apply to Chitagn ee 
Then there was another ty in Patra laborers, 
Ai present if ny pate jh oumned 49 be the emerald. piper 
arose between a tea-planter and a coolie, 
vil Gust so have to depots eajedioeied apes’ Bk iene 
Saar } Maigrairmk @ dents ter any Siapstees odin 
Pocock srhish the Plonie imposed on the laborer, it was decided 
tion in the manner provided under the Act. All these difficulties 
i Seen 
sions of the Act should Sere. ee. : 
Phew wy pons remind the Council the Act, had worked most 
ic! Agee = Cachar, and Sylhet, aut is wes Sopes Shear 
llow its extension to canes. 
gond ron Beut asked for leave to introduce 
The motion was agreed to. 
The Council was adjourned to Saturday the 14th April. 
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CORRIGENDA. 


‘In the report of Proceedings of the Connell of the Lieutevant-Governor of Bengal, under date the Slst March #77,” 
pated i the Supiemes th Caleta Gatti of 118 Ap he falomag caret ar nary — 
Page'980, line 0, for “ section 60” read “ section 63." 
Page 284, line 17 from the bottom, for “ majority" read “ minority.” 
Tenaapens the someraph belaning at the font of page S08 eng the et two gemngraptnis baa ts to-aead 
‘immdiately after ube small print in page 202. 
» Page 290, line 6, lor “ gross profits” read “ net prafits.”” 
Page 200, in tive 9 of the last paragraph but one, for “ Government suits” read “ Government estates.” 








LIBERALITY OF BABOO KALI KISHEN TAGORE IN BACKERGUNGE. 


FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT—INDUSTRY & SCIENCE. 
Calcutta, the 14th April 1877, 


RESOLUTION. 
Reap— 
A letter No. 38, dated the 7th April 1877, from the Commissioner of the Dacca 
Divisior®. 

It has been brought to the notice of Government by the Commissioner of : 
Dacca that Baboo Kali Kishen Tagore has contributed Rs. 2,500 towards the 
relief of the sufferers from the cyclone andstorm-wave in the Backergunge district. 
This is not the first, occasion on which this gentleman has displayed liberality 
apd public spirit, and the Lieutenant-Governor has much satisfaction in re- 
cording his appreciation of his conduct. 

a RDERED that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the Commissioner 
of Dacca for his information, and for commuhication to Baboo Kali Kishen 
Tagore. P 
By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, ~ 


H. J. 8. COTTON, 
Junior Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 


SSS 


CULTIVATION AND CURING OF TOBACCO IN BENG. 
ee =. ’ 


FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.—AGRICULTURE. 
Caleutta, the 14th April 1877. 


Tue subjoined letter No. 508A, dated 28th March 1877, from the Govern- 
ment of the North-Western Provinces, forwarding a copy of a pamphlet by 
Mr. Buck, Director of Agriculture and Commerce, North-Western Provinces, 
regarding the cultivation and curing of tobacco, and the enclosed letter from 
Mr. Kuck regarding the distribution of his pampllet, are published for general 
information. . 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor has requested to be furnished with 200 copies 
of the pamphlet, which will be circulated aimong those interested in tobacco 
cultivation, and copies will also be available un application to the Secretariat. 


Hi. J. S. COTTON, 
Junior Secretary lo the Govt. of Bengal. 


No. 508A, dated Camp Lucknow, the 28th March 1877. 
From—The Secretary to the Government of the North-Western Provinces, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Financial Department, 
1 am directed to forward a copy of the papers marginally noted, regard- 
Pree B Pr am the cultivation and curing of tobacco, and to 
Commerce, mentiWeten Province, request that, with the permission of His Honor the 
anon 9, dated the 19th Lientenant-Governor, this Government may be in- 
' formed which of the two modes suggested in the * 
second h of Mr. Buck's letter, for the distribution of his. pamphlet, 





No. 110A—XLI-9, dated Allababad, the 16th March 1877. oft 
Director of Agriculture and Commoree of the North-Western Provinces, » 

‘he Offig. Secretary to the Government of the North-Western Provinges. 

honor to forward herewith a note containing instructions on tobacco cultiva- 
Request Government of these Provincss may be pleased to obtain 













_ Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Orops. 





Statement showing Rainfall, Weather, and Stute and Prospects of the Crops in the different Districts 
of Bengal, as reported to Government during the week ending the 14th April 1877. 
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Chatihles of (I weatien, stake ext prospects of the cbrie, and 
state of Dealth at deve. — 





rainfall at Johanabad has been 68, at Bood-Rood 1°03, at Colina 183, ab 
Raneogunge “61, and at Cutwa 1°98. Sugarcane, cotton, and ¢il ure doing well. 
Public health i fair, 


have beon showers of rain at intervals tl it the week. The weather 
is now becoming hotter, The state and pi ‘of the crops are as favourable 
as before, , . 


Weather—Still clondy and cool, State and prospects ef the crops continue to be 
good ‘The halt reported Yast week seems to bare done little or no barm._ 


Weather—Very exceptional storms almost every evening. Thus far the rain 
hus been too heavy and continuous for every crop except indigo. The fields 
have water in them asin July or Amgust, ‘Still no harm will be done if there 
be fine weather now; on the contrary, the ryote will then be able to durn the 
rain to good account, 


Weathor—Cloady in the evening, with slight rain, There was a good shower on 
the 10th instant. The rice lands are still being ploughed ; the cuttingsof sagar- 
cane are being planted. Cholera bas, somenbat abated. 


















307 State and pronpeets of the crops are god. all 

101 | Weather—Cool in the beginning of the week and warm at its close. No 
on the ground. Lands are being prepared Gr the wprig sowing be 
pealil Se generals Bro A few cases of cholera reported Hu- 
pabad and Megurah, 

314 |Weathor—Cool, with frequent storms and heavy rain. Much damage bas been 
done to auch of the late cold-weather * m, &e) ws remain on the 

‘These crops could not be harvest sowings of early rice have 


. ‘The rain has done good to the indigo crop, 


” 95 |Weather—Very stormy with much rain during the earlier part of 

“sy lntterlyghot ‘and steamy. The rain in the south of the district bea 
heavy (719 inches hating been registered at Hagirhat), and the 

has been apd is still abnormally cool. Throughout the district the b 

has much retarded cultivation and has much damaged the young 

It has, however, done good to indigo, 


9 |Moorsbedabad, ,, 14 » | 246 |Weather—Soltry, but cool at night. Tho rwdbee crops which remained in the 
fields have been more or injured by the heavy rain which fell at the end of 
last week, and by hailetones in somo parte. The rain benefited 
the bhadoi sowings, and facilitated the ploughing of rice lands. Prices are 
steady. A few cases of cholera have been in some localities, 
‘The weather, which was jiowsly cool, has now become close and 
with heavy clouds, Tho rainfall at has been 1:74 
recent rain hus facilitated ploughing for the rice, 
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\Weather—Most unseasonable. 


Sees hes oe zits eves Oe the week 
anda deal of mist, both in the hills and the plains, In the the few 
crops that are on the ground are doing well. In the plains, the sowing has no 


yet begun owing to the frequent full of rain. 
Weather—Clondy and cool, The Inte heavy rain’ benefited 
PB wl st Ss ee 


suntngl of ott rice, but a large extent ready 

have to be paghel i snl ot 
Weather—V. cool for the time of year, bat abnormal, Tere 

constant falls of rain daring the week’ often fod wlthabemters ee 

foll at Mekligunge has been 207 inches, at Mathal 179 inches, and a 

Dinhatta 1°65 inches. In some places the rain has been too woeh for the 


carly sowings of bitri dhan; cheena and kaon, however, have generally benefited, 


Tobacco in nen ail oat, bot that still etanding has been somewhat damaged 
by rain. Public health is good, 


ie tnd warms "Th hl ban git Eince then the weather bas besone 
settled and warmer, 1 bus slightly damaged the but the gener! 
Prospects are favourable, and the present tonskine wilt ido macy good. 


Rain and high winds prevailed throughout the week, A woathor is still 
bat i# becoming perceptibly warmer, The rain. has been 
inches, and mt Goalundo 190 inches. The enitiva ot junds for the rice crops 
fe still impeded bs the moisture of the poll. The 4il crop in Mi 
revorted to be ie | tly” ‘ve Sees ame Cholera and dysontery are 
some parte of the di 


Weather—Unumal for the time of ot yes There have been storms and 












rainfall, sometimes cng pe hull, aud it is believed that the aoes crop 
ie injured in some places. ‘h Pic brow is in the district. 
ie form oxiste in thanas Nulehitty, Backergange, Goarnadi, 
kuti, Motharia, Goolshakbali, Lert sinanies: Fever also is prevalent 
in thanns Nulohitty, Backergunge, and Mirmgunge. But the health of the 
cattle is everywhere good 


A 


have been some seasonable showers of rain d the week. The plongh- 

ing is universal, and in some localities the sow! i ot noe pany Sate 
hus begun. ¢ 

As stated in the previous ibe weather bis bese ek, St mere 

like that in July, but with thermometer some 10 degrees lower, There 

have been rein and hail in unusual quantities. The hing for the autuam 

rice is almost entirely stopped in many Lovaad Re di the lands being 


under water. ‘Appell of chase hot eather te manak 


Weather—-Cloudy, with occasional storms, The cold -weat 
favourably. Cholera has almost disappeared from 
but is appearing in Cox’s Bazar, 


\Weather—Rainy and changeable. A hoary storm passed over over the district on the 
evening of the Oth instant” The late rala te indering the cultivation of the 
ony ode the dor ee Si 1 eve water, Stray cases of cbolers 

trom BegumgungeABamni, and OGM) Besar. - 


wanted, 


‘ho hend querenn eb aio, 






Suc evaswal gf a 
‘unuenal rein 
Sea preepente of Of tobe, elon, and cucumbers 

entirely abated. 

Weather—Storay, with frequent thunder and 
{agit Ld ass 
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Character of the weather, state and prospects of the crops, and 



































No. tian in state of health at dato, 
BRHAR.—(Continued.) 
(3 Darbbungs, Apl 14 ‘27 |Weathor—Mornings and evenings cool. Easterly winds. No changosince Inst 


ort Leta od harvest is progressing, afid the outtarn promises to be a 


Weather—Getting hotter. ‘The rnblee harvest is nearly over with good outturn, 

There breatrgeeet eg eg of the 7th instant ot Sectamurhee. The 
ra tl with the exception of u few of emally 

fcueed aad Shonver, ¢ meena ee ee 


Wenther—Gotting much warmer; 1 of rain at Gopalgunge, There aro no 
crops of importance on the ground, except oheena and indigo ; the former is 
being sown and the latter js coming on well, Prices have fallen in consequence 
of the new grain coming into phe market, General health is good. 


Weather—Nights still cool; mach hotter in the daytime; oooasional high 
wets winds. Al) prospects ure good, ‘She radbee crops are still being 


, 
E 
Eo jars, Me evel ar 


«51 |Chumparun, a» Nil 


Monghyr, » %,| Ni 


i 
3 


Weather—Pair, There has been 42 of an inch of rain at Jamui, and 03 of an 
inch at Begusorsi, Tho rudbee crops are nearly all harvested, and the outturns 
| as expected are good, 
16¢ Nil |Weather—Now, ably hot. Strong west winds blowing. All propects are 
antisfactory, “und a good deal of plooghing is got through. General health is 
very good ; but cases of cholera are frequent in parte of the town. 





i 


My 78 |Wenther—Wind in the weet and getting hotter. The rainfall at Kiss 
has been °87 of an incl, and at Arrarcah 1°56 inches, The wore are 
iv some parte by hull, The cultivation for the suwings of early rive is going 


on favourably. 


Brsovrrons Divs. 


E 


Mia 29 | Weather—Fuir, with occasional clouds and drizalings. Slight rain fell on the 
10th and 12th instant The temporatare is rising higher during the day time. 


‘The crops ure good, Cholora is atili bad ; 100 deaths reported. 


Weather—Early in the week wet and stormy, with thonder, lightning, and hail 
Some of jistones were very large. The weather now seems to be fine. 
Leo of at Doogbur, and ti wt Godda. Mohwa and mango crops are bad. 
‘The late hail has knocked off the motwa flowers and the mangous, The rudbec 
harvest ia over, with good outturn, Health is generally good. 
‘ 





36 |Sonthal Perghs, , 15 


7 ky Apl 14 "7 Wenther—Clondy and showery. Cotton has been damaged by heavy rain 


Ploughing is vigorously going on. General prospects are good, 


Weather—Seasonable. 02 of rain at Khoordah, Dalwa paddy is nearly all 
harvested © Vloughings for the sarad crop are still going on. No change in 
the price of rice, A few cases of cholera reported. 


Onureaa Dre. 


tana 


\ 59 [Bginsore, 13 Weather—Very uncertain. Thander-storma and rain-squalls occur almost daily 
aia ‘The Tainfalt at iknddrack hes been 371 lucbes. ‘The preparations for sowing 


continue, Sporadic cholera is still very bad, 


CHOTA NAGPORE. 


South. West Frontier 
Agency 


@# |Hazareebagh, Apl. 13 ‘Weathor—Varinble, hot eun and cold winds, The thunder-rtorms and rain have 
damaged the mango blossoms and mohwa to some extent, shard exe 50 eee 
‘on the ground, which is being broken up fur the ocxt sowings. Health of 
district is go d. 

\Wenther—Unseasonably wot ; 75 at Palamow, The prospects of tea have never 
toon os goed 98 this fens, the unusual rain having been-most beneficial, This 
tunnsaal rain, op the other hand, has done considerable hear, ye rubber 
crops in the Palamow sub-division (there are but little in the 
emi-quarcere sub-division) and to the mohtea crop all over the The 

~ mohwa flower is one of the staples of food. There have been = few cases of 
tnall-pox in Palnmow and one case of cholera wt Ranchi, ‘This ease of cholera 
erming sitee the oan reperind a oe Gone 
apprebend an ousbresk ; otherwise the general health ts é ‘ 

Weatber—Sétl! antsuslly cool? ‘There haa Bove a good deal of raia during the 
week. Srocsste sevnson teak ‘The district is healthy. 

> A ‘ 

Wenther—Cool, but unseasonable. Mokwa has suffered, and the oxclse revenue 
will bd affected in consequente. ‘There were some cases of fover yf a bad type 

ip the neighbourbood of Puralia. 


7 So-aiacgracich a ants pe coe lah Garg ibn een aye oendaily preling . 
“Published for genera! information. ‘ 
Fe eee HL. J.8. Corrox, 
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» ditto 
ditto ..,| Not we, 26th to Sist Marek, 
ditto 


ais ‘ 














| 
t 
t 
; 


\ 








Reese! 





a 


tt 













Ratw vsow ler 
danvarr 
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Main from Ist te 
7th Apsil 1877. 


O60} 1927 | ditto 






Si | ditto 
400) dito 
BIT | ditto 
2°48 | Biat Mnreb| 
287 | 7th April 















#or 

380) di Not ree, 18th to. Pebroary. 
1g) | ditto...) Net ree, Iu Jan. and 4th to 1Oth 
620 | ditto 








43 | ditto 
4b) ditto 
02 | ditto 
Gat | ditto 







FOL | Blet March! Not ree. 4th to 10th March, 
S47 | ditto ,, Ditto ditto, 
3.8 | ditto .. Ditto 


om 306 | Tth April 
or aoa) ditt 
O18} 943 | ditto 


431) ditto 
636 | ditto 
632 | ditto 
425 Bist March] Not rec. 11th to 17th March. 
BL | 7th April Ditto ditto, 




















CHOTA NAGPORE, 


Sovrn-Waeren® 
Faowtien Aawacy. 








Not rec. 26th to Slat March. 
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A. Pepiex, 


Catcorta, ; Oty. Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of Bengel 
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Results of the Meteorological Observations taken at Alipore Observatory from 
8th to 14th April 1877. * 

































Temrenarven. Hronoxrrer. Wixp, 
| Lakai a | 
é a1 Z |nain.| — Weesmen 
2 3 i | ag | Provailine direc: ad 
s 2B : 4 % i 
HiPldiibials i i 
3 alalielésiea 
= Inches. | © © | 0 | ©} © [In| 0 Inch, : 
i : 4 | 820 | Eri noonvoored | 80 |... : 
April] 6th | 29812 | 762) Bie 170) Ors! 74 loTID ware, “aera aa ee 
theron * chietly clear, 
We sill tid. e 
night 8, * 
’ 208 | os | 740 717 | 700 | Tit noon SE,| 180] |B, Sent 
Oth | 823 | TET] Bus a7 | 7) 7 bape Phd rere | sept doing 
veered Eg. PM. 5 cloud Pk gad 
ve, © 
10th | 876] 764 | BHR} 108) CoO) M17 | 714) God | 780! TING Am, wer! O14! Os Partially cloudy (¢ 
ed 'pmod 4 rae; Tite st 
Ne ait § and |, pd 
Yr ete troy ; 
E, to 8. site Au eee eu 
re, Ceased 
throush Won a i 
aod Ky w 8, 
again and till 
tiduight 8.8, 
Ath | a96 | 762 | ee3 | 166 | oro | 722 | 748 | 705 | 860 [TN noon KR, | r09| .. |se, ' 
769 | os Rig ’ i widnight | heap Pend “Ya 
SE, ogain 
through 5.W, 
N. aud 





1th 673 | 764) RB) ITO) 7O8| 710 | «mr | e891) 75:0 | ChiehyS.&8.E.| 140 ONO | t, og, and Pk, from 5 

PM. to 7-20; d from 

6-45 to 7-551 fram S 
to O-bd, 


13th "BOR | 784 | B92 | 202) CHO | FH7 | B10] M20) BIO SSW, til! isa] ,, Martin eloudy clade 
al © 




















noon, tll mid- 
night 5, 

Mdth “687 | 622) Os | 167 | 765 | 76! 702) 222, 70 TH noon SSW, 160)... | Parti cloudy ; cloudy 
Pie imiduight pes 3 might clear. 


eee 
© K, Cumulus, Pk, Pallio cumulus, Po, Pallio cirrus, d, Drizaling rain, t. Thunder, |. Lightning, g. Gloomy weather, o. Overcast. 





The mean temperature of the seven days in vr von, 27°5° 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for 20 years ay BS 
The extreme variation of temperature uring the seven days eee = 987° 
‘The maximum temperature during the seven days oa vow = 912° 
The mean humidity during the seven days eo oes coe «= 708 


The total fall of rain from 8th to 14th April... eee 0-94 inches. 


‘The mean pressure, temperature, &c., are deduced from observations made at Gh., 10h., 16h. 4 
and 22h. The maximum and minimum temperatures from self-registering thermometers, All the 
thermometers are verified, aud the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed and veri« 
fied at the Kew observatory. They are exposed under a thateited shed open at the sides aud are 
suspended four fect above the ground, 

The barometer readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard Newman’s No. 86, 
at the Surveyor-General’s Office. 

The hygrometric elements are obtained from tables IIT, TV, and V of the official tables coniputed 
in the Meteorological Office, and based on Regnault’s modification of August’s formula. 

The direction and movement of the wind are taken from the trace of a Beckley’s anemograph. 

The mouth of raingauge is one foot above the ground, 


: H. F, Bianronp, Meteoroloyical Reporter to the Government of India. 
Caxcurta, the 17th April 1877, 
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT,—BENGAL. 
Generar Esrantisiment.—No. 123.—The 10th April 1877. 
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REPORTS OF FLUCTUATIONS OF TRAFFIC ON THE EASTERN 
BENGAL RAILWAY FOR THE MONTHS OF JANUARY, ~ 
FEBRUARY, AND MARCH 1877. 





Easrmns Bexoat Ratewar Company, Taarric ScrentyTexpest’s Orrios, Skatpan Teamrxvs. 


Report on Traffic for the four weeks ending 27th Jannary 1877. 
No, A46-337, dated Calcutta, the 26th February 1877. 

From—Jaxnn Braxprn, xq, Traffic Superintendent, @ 

To—The Agent, Eastern Bengal Railway Company. 
‘Tar total quantity of merchandise carried during the above pefiod amounts to 7.72,195 maunds, #8 compared with 

4,69,240 maunds during the same period of 1876, showing the eitimtactory increase of 3,02,955 maunds, 
The pied sper ! articles which have coutributed (o this increate are— 
salt, mugar, pieoe-goods, tobacco, and miscellancons goods. 

Thee, staples which show the greatest docrense are jute, both drummed and baled, gunnics, and hides. 


Increases. . 
Grain Mads, 2,739,186, 
‘Tho large increase in ‘this traffic has no doubt been brought about by ‘the Prosent ‘wearcity in the Madras Presidency 
and large qeceiinies bave been brought down for erent to Mudras and Colombo. inde: 155 
co 531, 


It la pleaty to sco that this traffic is once more improving, and that soeds from the eastern districts are again 
boing sought es in the market, so thut it is to be hoped it will continue to improve. =e 
te 1,752. 


Thin tame : still keeping its place amongst those articles which show a satisfactory increuse, and thore is every 
appearance it sae continue to do ao, 


Mae, 15,320, 
This edae A chats a very antinfactory inerense, ‘and from what 1 can Jearn, will, i trust, continue to do so, as none 
has yot bean tebe thle year by bort from Kotechandpore. ae 
4,003, 


This staple abows that an increased demand is being unde for it, so that we may expect it to continue omeunieg: 


Deereases. 
Jute  1,45,637, 
‘The doorense shown Aa heer this staple i in Hh consider, attributable to the bulk of the crop tame teen this yoar sent down 
before the period under 
Gunnics Mds. 1,045. 
‘This decrease in bage hes een effected by the demand that lias ariscn In the interior districts for sending down 
and seeds. 
= Hides se Mds. 4,403. 
This traffic flactuates greatly, being ng entirely dependent on tive pricns in! Enrope ‘Tho decrease shown is mall. a 
T attach » statement chowiog the increases and decreases of the principal stuples carried, 


Easteny Bexar Rarmwar. 


Statement showing the increases and decreases in maundage of sta; conveyed over the line for the fowr 
weeks ending the 27th vane 1877, @s compared with corresponding period of 1876.. 





Srarces. | 1876, 177. iz Increases. = ‘Decronses. 
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: Report on Traffic for the four weeks ending the 21th February 1877. 2 ie 
i H's No, A46-466, dated Caleutta, the Sth March 1877, wg 





en. Mas. 64,507. 
rrafilo sh qj from Inst it, which Is. ‘worthy of remark, as it tends to show 
se a it 


‘ 
: Drame, 

at , ve Mis, 116,617 41,00 g 
esr oth in drums and bales, ‘Thie may y be attributed, ‘as stated last month, to the ently season, 
© sat Toe ie tk Jute Preases at Narsingunge wre closed for the season, which will account for the decrease is * 


"nee Rai tant eee 
fp es oe Se Se oe eer cman 
‘Bengal State Railway. 

‘The carried 
fn this do not care for stowing lange stocks. 

* Pobacoo and turmeric ‘ 
These. two SS eae 
a demand in Caloutta ru! export districts, rs 
_ Wet anch eral statement sbowing the inerese and and decreases of the principal staples, 


Blatement of incréases and decreases in maundage of staples carried by So Pas 
ane ent the 3408 Pebreary fy pesca that hPa Sati So! 


ion 
te 
* 
o 
4 





turmeric = ws Pregl 13 ‘ 15,442 
‘off, which: I-attribate to a dail market ia Catenin nal demand for 
gerk no doubt coring 30 Che trek: dombittal thn eabelay facta aaah 


Easrxmy Brroat Ratuwar. ¢ 


’ deorenses 
Fn aa ak Saar oats baa ee 
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/. BAST INDIAN RAILWAY—JUBBULPORE LINE. 
“Upprosmate Return of Traffic for week ended 7th April 1877, on 223} miles open: 


wear ead) Mie oe) Rear) 2 ed) me AP, are ti 


Fy 


rom | satsr sn} cen iein| Zanms2| exam © 6 Gon os] soos 3 3} arm | azzoue} atgeal 
ee. ee ec TE teed ee ba 


W0,82,073 90 | 783.065 19 © G9,0n2 0 0) 11,00,908 0 vara | aren | ¢ 


2,80,001 10 7H008 9 10) LeSineb 6 0lTaARS) | 10,708)! Soa 
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| 
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Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal for the purpose of making 
Laws and Regulations. 


Saturday, the 14th April 1877. 


Present: 
His Honor tre Livurenant-Governor or BenGat, presiding, 
The Hon’ble G, C, Paur, Acting Advocate- General, 
The Hon'ble H. J. Reyxouns,, . 
The Hon'ble T. E. Ravensnaw, 
The Hon'ble 8. C. Bayney, 


"The Hon'ble H. Bux, 
The Hon'ble Banoo Ram Suonker Sey, Rat Bauavoor, 
«The Hon'ble Basoo Isser Cuunver Mrrre: &, Rar Banapoor, 
The Hon'ble Banoo Kristopas Pat, Rar Banavopr, 
The Hon'ble Nawan Mreen Manomep Aut, 
The How’ble H. I. Browy, ‘ 
° an 


The Hon'ble F. Jennrvas. ; » 
GHATWALI POLICE. i 


- Tae aus Mk. Bett moved that the Bill for the regulation of the 
the district of Bankoora be-further considered in order to 
the pik ot apbiutbesce 


The motion was agreed to. 









The How’ste Mr. Bru that when he | 
report of the Select Committee on the Bill, he 
the Select Domes ee met with the a sae f the lox rs, ¢ 
regards section 4. ion provided when a ghatwal died ni 
his office, the next male heir, if physically fit, was to be eer to succeed him, 
provided that the heir had not been convicted of a non- le offence under 
the Criminal Procedure,Code. To'that section"both the Magistrate of the 
and the Commissioner of the division were very strongly opposed. They arg 
and he thonght very fairly ed—that a nian mighit be ajperson of p 
able ph and might not have been convicted of a non-Tailable 
ight, a improper person to be made” a policeman, as the ¢ = 
i wore. Take for instance the case of a notorious budmash who had been 
aired to furnish security for good conducts It could not be contended that a 
man of that character would be a fit person to be appointed a. But if 
section 4 of the Bill stood as it had been LM Committee, 
must 


such a person would not only *be eligible, but ; anpeliies to the 
office, It was therefore Fa that in the pes of physical fitness 
© present time personal 


we should substitute “ personal” ‘fitness, Up to ti 
fitness had always been considered an essential qualification of the office, 
and though Mx. Bett was a consenting party to the substitution of 
physical fitness for personal fitness, the Select Committee in making that sub. 
stitution had undoubtedly introduced an innovation. Under the existing custom, 
the heir of a deceased ghatwal always succeeded to the office, provided he 
was, in the opinion of the Magistrate, a competent and fit person ; and in 
considering this question of competency and fitness, the Magistrate had inya- 
riably looked to the character of the man. He thought the Council would 
,agree with him that in so responsible pags as that of ghatwal, itwas desirable + 
, to secure, if possible, the services of respectable men. He held in his 
hand a decision of the Nizamut Adawlut passed in 1816—a decision which 
| was referred to in Harington’s Analysis, as containing the law which regulated 
the status and position of the ghatwals in Bankoora—and he would to the 
f _  Couneila short extract from that decision. The Judges said, with reference to 
the Bankoora ghatwals, that— 
“al the tis not ly hereditary, and the is from 
sea th an tne to form ct th tral ge oda of 
tathful ithe : Fito him, te int hs 
¢, or some other fit person in his family, to succeed to the office.” stay 
The object of the amendment was to maintain the law and practice as it 
had existed since 1816. He was free to confess that it was partly due to his 
ion that the words “physical fitness” were substituted in Select Com- 
ef benely oppceet to AW Wings, in. Becr dincght the Coun saghage? 
to the | : rut thought : not 
Si aaceie foes writ hdd Hemniths law ond tice from 1816 to the present time ; 
and-therefore he hoped the Council would adopt the amendment which he pro. 
posed; namely, to substitute the following ‘for section 4 of the Bill:— 


dating te Mitton wits foe appeal ef the Magcoate tae the dist he teehee ‘bl 
, or 
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the question, and with the 
‘AL would state the reasons which 
now brought forward. The arguments 
j had now adduced in support of the amend- 
laid before the Select Committee, but they thought that, 
hereditary tenure was at issue, the determination of that 
left en to the discretion of the Magistrate on the 
personal fitness of ghatwal. Accordingly his hon’ble friend 
© substitution of the words ‘‘ physical fitness ” for ‘‘ personal fitness,” 
: view tovexclude bad characters from the scope of the Bill, the last 
™ clause was added to the section. That clause provided that no person ‘should 
be appointed a ghatwal who had been convicted of an‘ offénee which is 
on-bailable within the meaning of Act X of 1872, the Code of Criminal 
. The Select Committee t that that clause would meet the objection 
of the Magistrate ; but it ap, from a letter which his hon’ble friend had 
ived from the Magistrate that he was not satisfied with that amendment. 
Banoo Kristopas Pax for one must confess that he did not see any force in 
the arguments which had been advanced in support of the present amendment. 
The question of = fitness was so vague and indefinite that he did not 
think it would be fair and just to deprive a man of his hereditary tenure at the 
discretion of the Magistrate. If the ghatwal proved incompetent, he would be 
duly got rid of under the provisions of the law. But before his incompetency 
was proved, the Magistrate might have heard a rumour that the man was a bad 
ter, and on mere suspicion dispense with his services and deprive him 
of his hereditary tenure. He did not think that in dealing with rights of this 
character the Council should give their sanction to the exercise of such a discre- 
tionary power. Banoo Krisropas Pan would therefore support the section 
as it stood. ‘ 
The Hon’ste Banoo Isser Caunper Mrrrer said that, as a member of the” 
Select Committee, he thought it- due to himself to state that the innovation 
referred to by the hon’ble mover of the Bill was made after sufficient consider- e 
ation. The Select Committee had before it at the time the proposal submitted 
by ee Magistrate, and the Committee gave it every consideration : it was on 
account that the provision about conviction of a non-bailable offence 
within the meaning of Act X of 1872 wasadded. He thought that after all 
the consideration which had been given to the subject, thé section, as it had 
been amended by the Select Committee, ought to stand. 
The Hon’ste rae Apvocate-Gunerat said he considered that the amendment 
we by his hon’ble friend Mr. Bell left it so entirely in the discretion 
of t hy. cea to determine whether a person was unfit to be eee ae 
ghatwal, that it would be unsafe to vest such a power in the hands of any one 
' ieee These ghatwali tenures were hereditary, and although the ghatwals 
‘had to perform certain duties, he was sure that the local officers would agree 
with him in saying that they had not been of a very onerous character, and 
were qui joadequate to the, large tracts of land which some of them had _ 
. He would that the section in the Bill should stand, with the * ~ 
“ Act X of 1872” in line 10, of the words “or is a man 
character.” - He would also suggest the following addition 
of the section :— 


is sot asi id another 
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the wish of the Council; but he felt it right to say that his present 
ment was in atriet aeordaneo with the prevent ios ‘Since the de 

, the Magistrate had invari 


the Sudder Nizamut Adawlut in 181 , r deter. 
mined the question of a em sg ye and fitness. But if the Counci} 
desired it, he had no objection to amendment of the learned Advocate. 
General being substituted for his own. Pees 

It was perfectly true, us his hon’ble and learned friend had stated, that up 
to the present time the ghatwals had not rendered very efficient service ; but it 
must be remembered that the object of the Bill was to make them an efficient 
force, and he should be sorry to see a disreputable membef of the community _ 
admitted to it, On the whe, he thought the substituted amendment “4j 
meet the object in view, and he would therefore withdraw his amendment in 
favour of that proposed by the learned Advocate-General, 

His Honor tue Prestpent said he thought the amendment of the hon’ble 
and learned Advocate-General met all the difficulties of the case, and she 
thought it was necessary to havé some power of appeal from the decision of the 
Magistrate even as to, physical fitness. Hitherto in cases of this sort the 

twals had resorted ps ie civil court for redress, and there had been a great 
eal of conflict between the civil courts and the executive officers; the 
result of the appeal, which was now proposed to be given, would be to take these 
cases out of the hands of the civil court. Therefore, having taken the matter 
from the cognizance of the civil courts, we were bound to give to the ghatwals — 
the greatest security possible, by giving an appeal to the highest executive 
authority in cases where, by any hasty or ill-considered order, the heir of a 
ghatwal might be deprived of his rights. He thought that, with the amend- 
ments now proposed, the interests of the ghatwals would be amply protected. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Bell’s amendment was then by leaye withdrawn, and 

the Adyocate-Geueral’s amendments were agreed to. 
z A clerical error in section 9 was corrected ; and after a verbal amendment 
in section 21, the Bill was passed on the motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Bell. 








EXTENSION OF THE LABOUR DISTRICTS’ EMIGRATION ACT 
TO CHITTAGONG. 


Tne How’sur Mn. Bets, moved that the Bill to extend the Labour Districts’ 
igration Act, 1873, to the district of Chittagong, and to the Chi 
Hill be read in Council. He did not think it was necessary to trouble the 
neil with any further remarks, having explaihed the object of the Bill and 
- Syed for its 2 Stam asind at the last se The pores of 

of the referring to the regulation of labourers in the tea districts, were 
made apoticatte to labourers who were at present in the district of brine om 
He did not think it was necessary that the Bill should be referred to a Se 
Committee. No new principle whatever was involved in the Bill; it was 4 
oP os Main ee Bl Male lesen: worked most 
essfully in other districts. : i4 
The How’stx Mx. Brown said he did not know whether the hon’ble me: 
had taken the sense of the community at Chittagong with respect to this 
Eee fg par am re that bad not been done, the réading 
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Jands should Ub liuble to the irrigation rate; but how was the area to be defined, 
and who was to define it? It would seem that the Government Would not be 
pound to supply water at a greater distance than a mile from certain irrigable 
Jands—this provision was not at all explicit—-but was that to be the limit of 
the irrigable area? The Bill was not at all clear upon the point; it left the 
determination of the boundaries of the irrigable areas to the discretion of the 
canal officers, who would be naturally anxious to swell the revenue. 

Lastly, he was at a loss to know why the carefully prepared sections in tho 
Irrigation Act of 1876, regarding the construction of village channels, had been 
left out of this Bill, Those sections had provided for due compensation to 
cultivators for lands which might be taken up for village channels; but the 

nt Bill required that a free passage should be given for village channels. 
Bow, fe every acre of land, no small portion of it would be taken up for village 
channels, and it did not at all stand to reason that one cultivator should give 
up his land free of charge for the benefit of another, simply becanse the 
yitage channel would be common. ‘This part of the Bill Banoo Kristopas Pa. 
thought was a direct invasion of private right. 

‘orthese reasons, he continued to say, he could not accept the principle of 
the Bill. He was free to confess that the Local Government was in a difficult 

ition ; it had been required to raise money, for the maintenance of the works, 
and it must fulfil its task. But he would venture to ask why, if seven years 
ago the Secretary of State, after full enquiry and deliberation, had decided that 
a compulsory irrigation rate was most objectionable, was there to be no fixity 
or continuity in the policy of the Government? It could not but be deeply 
regretted that this :etrograde move should be made in a province where the 
principles of progressive government were so fully recognised. 

The How’ste Mr. Bay.ey said he had not intended to trouble the Council 
on that occasion. In fuct he had not had the opportunity of reading through 
the Bill, But since he had been asked by the hon’ble member, who opposed 
this measure, to speak to the fact whether irrigation, a8 fur as it had gone in 
Shahabad, had been a success or a failure, and as he had recently to consider a 
good deal the question of imposing a compulsory rate, he ventured to trouble 
the Council with a few bape : 

In regard to the principle of the Bill, he thought the matter had been 
perfectly settled. He might remind the Council that the principle of making 
the people’ pay for protection was not absulutey new; certainly was not 
confined to payment tor the supply of water. ‘The very Bill his hon'ble friend 
bad quoted was based upon that principle; it was the principle that zemindars 
and others, who were supposed to be benefited by the maintenance of embank- 
ments, were made to pay for the cost of keeping them up. The hon’ble 
momber asked whether the officers who were most interested in the sveccss of 
irrigation works should be vested with a discretion in the imposition of the 
rate fur the maintenance of those works, ‘l'o this Mx. Bariry would reply 
that precisely the eame discretion which was objected to in the ense of the 

al Officer was vested in the Embankment Officer in regard to the imposition 
of the embankment cess; and it was the same in regard gp the road cess. ‘The 
persons who paid for embankments and roads were not asked whether they 
wae them to be made; the assessment was made upon them, and they 

it. P 

+ The main question of the imposition of a compulsory rate had been 
already settled, and he would not therefore take up the time of the Council 
in discussing it. ‘lo his mind the great advantage of tle scheme really was 
that it did away with the hosts of peadahs and amins and subordinate officers 
of the Canal Department who, under the present system of measurement and 

» Voluntary purchase of water, preyed upon the people who took the water. He 
recently had a specimen of the operation of the present system*brought under 
his notice in a criminal case ai arose out of an irrigation dispute, and 
the village papers had to be referred to. In 1875 water was given by eontracy 
with the headmen of villages. ‘lwo men contracted for a certain village, end 
the water was given. An amin was sent to measure the land to which water 
iy 5 eg athe 110 beeghas. The rate at which water should 
‘awelomngiren;veried lctarosn Re, Band Rs. 1-4. Instead of submitting his 
messurement papers agcordingly, the amin submitted measurements of 70 
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beeghas only, assessed at @ uniform rate of Rs. 1-9, thus swindling his depart: 
ment of the’ di ; and for this it appeared thut the ryots oj 
thé village -had to the amin Rs. 25. ubtless this same sort of swindling 
went on stettisticall ly and habitually all the year round. He thought that 
anything whieh did away with a system of perpetually recurring demands of 
small sums, and the uent “opportunities for bribery and extortion, was 
really, although he scarcely hoped his hion’ble friend would see it, a positive 
benefit to the ryot. 
In regard to the Soane Canal, and the remarks of Messrs. Mylne and 
Thompson to which reference had been made, they said that, the ryots of Shaha- 
bad, had not much confidence in the way the water was given out, nor any cor- 
tainty that there would be a sufficient supply of water when needed. The ens f 
of the canals would throw some light on this assertion. In 1873, before the 
were at all finished, there was fear of great drought, and the canal officers were 
told that they would have to give water at any risk. Tey cut the sides of 
the canals and gave water freely, and the result was that the cultivation ‘on 
an enormous area was saved: the figures were given in Sir Richard Temple's 
famine report; it made the difference between famine and no famine in 
Shahabad. They made no attempt to give the water again the next year; but 
the cutting of the banks in 1873 threw back the works greatly. In 1874 no 
water was, given. In the autumn of 1875 there was great fear of 
drought, and again, although arrangements had not been made, and the irri 
tion law had not been Agee e irrigation officers Were once more called 
upon to give water. e need hardly state that the water was given; 
contracts were made; and the Collector was told to try and collect the 
rates. But he had no law to help him, and had to depend upon the good 
will of the ryots and moral persuasion: a Lee amount of money was not 
collected, and he believed it never would be. Practically until, the last 
autumn there had been no regular system, so that although Messrs Mylne and 
Thompson ‘were perfectly justified im concluding that, so far as bea ar went, 
the ryots had no confidence in the way water was given out, it'would be very 
unjust to make any comparison on the basis of the hasty transactions above 
mentioned with the system which would be pursued in the future. Mn, Bayuey 
aot that if in any part of the country irrigation ,works ought to succeed, it 
should sueceed in Shi abad ; it was a district in which water was and 
where the people knew the advantages of irrigation. It was merely’ the substi- 
tution of one system of irrigation for another.. At present the E sy ma eo 
their own labour in preparing reservoirs and irrigation channels to. thei 
yilege they got no payment for the labour, only the food of the laborers 
for the day: the bast ae Ary upon a principle of co-operative labour of their 
own, He thought the substitution of one system for another might give some 
trouble at but the @ would soon find that the water was given 
to them chi and with less labour than under the system to which they were 
accustomed. Bing 
+ he How’six tHe Apvocare-Gexrnax said that he would briefly advert to 
the grag adducad by the Hon'ble Baboo Kristodas. Pal in opposition to 
this Bill. He wassurprised to hear that hon’ble gentleman state that in passing 
the present Bill this Council would sacrifice principle to injustice. A very cursory 
glance at the say in its true bearings would. dispoae of that view of the pro- 
measure. In order to avert as far as possible the disastrous results of dread- 
calamities whichmight befall the province of Bengal at any future time, the 
Government had constructed, and would have to construct, works for purposes of 
irrigation at a heavy outiay, and would have to maintain them at considerable 
If contribytions towards the maintenance of such works were to be merely 
Sekiniasy, it aight pen that such contribution snips be paid auoey ten o 
of a particular locality then visited by 




















-water-su; 


themselves 


. 


1 





a. 7 aides Br, % Fi “ 


> 


4 Ra , 4 y i iv @ 
: SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALOUTTA GAZETTE, APRIL 25, 1877. 881 


" , 
of invigation. n. «In the view the hon'ble member*took of the matter, this equrse 
_ would be just, equitable, and proper. It was, however, obvious that such a posi- 
tion not be maintained. It was self-evident that it would be unjust and 
unfair in the extreme that the maintenance of works constructed in a partic 
locality for strictly local purposes should be @efrayed out of general mart od 
Jt was almost axiomatic, that these ses should be met by those for whose 
immediate benefit they were in and that was the principle which the 
t Bill affirmed and proposed to carry out in practice. The maxim “that 
sheer obtains a benefit should bear the burden ” was one of universal application. 
Now it was clear that works of irrigation could not be constructed in future nor 
could they be maintained any longer, under the volun| system now ir force, 
and the sole question regarding them ny Par the choice of one of two alter- 
natives, namely, whether they should be maintained at the cost of a small pay- 
ment by those who were, or were likely to be, benefited thereby, or whether the 
enterprise should be altogether abandoned. Humanity alone dictated the 
true answer and eoeet out that alternative which should | be adopted, and that 
was the basis of the present measure. : 

The attempt to escape from local taxation had been invariably founded 
upon some supposed and occult duty which, it was stated, obliged the Govern-, 
ment of the country to do the particular act or execute the works required 

* at particular localities for the due I gsi of lands and population in 
reference to which a local tax was needed. The present suggestion, that it was the 
duty of the Government at its cost to-construct and maintain the’ works under 
notice, was a repetition of the argument used on the subject of the Embankment 
Bill, the Road Cess Bill, and others of a like nature ; and although this 
argument had been refuted and its fallacy exposed, its vitality and elasticity were 
such that it had survived the storms raised against it and continued to flourish 
with unabated vigour, and to bé used wherever it was thought riger ag 
introduce it. New, it was well known that zemindars were under the obligation, 
by virtue of their kaboolyats or contracts with the Government, to maintain 
embankments and to do other necessary acts for the protection of their estates, 
and it was for the purpose of providing machinery to carry out that obligation 
that the Embankment Act was passed. Zemindars had either wholly disregarded 
or very imperfectly performed their duties, and when the time ‘tame to, 
have those duties specifically enforced by an Act, they were found pleading 
their own laches and inaction as excuses for the non-performance of their 
duties, and as indicating that these very duties were those which had devolved 
on the Government. Such was the.lame plea then advanced, and of precisely 
the same elements was the present plea composed. 

He thought it could not be denied that cultivators of land, who enjoyed 

| repeats of land on'payment of rent, were under the obligation of cultivating in a 

air and reasonable manner ; and it appeared to him that such a form of ad 
an Se reret within it the necessity of some expenditure of money being made 
unfavourable circumstances. Regulation I of 1793 broadly stated it to be the 
duty of proprietors of land to, exert themselves in the cultivation of their lands 

(see*section of Regulation I of 1793). . 

It was proposed by the present Bill to bring, at @ small contribution from 

. Persons interested in land, within the reach of cultivators wafer-supply, to be used 


at alt times if n but more especially in times of drought. Such supple- 
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construct any th or opinion — existing facts, and having heard it deélared 
by the Hon'ble Mr. Ravenshaw, whose experience in reference to, and familiarity 
with, the sibject of debate were very great, that the effect of irrigation in thoge 
cases in which cultivators had availed themselves of water-supply had been to 
treble their profits from land so irrigated, and that in his opinion, founded on facts 
and figures and a survey of events jor a great number of years, a general scheme 
of irrigation in localities where it was needed would be not only pitoductive of 
much good, but operate to remove the causes of deplorable losses, thé Apyo- 
cate-GENERAL was necessarily led to the conclusion that the proposed measure 
before the Council was a prudent and laudable one, calculat d to confor 
immeasurable benefits upon the people. Once having realized in his own mind 
the full force of that conviction, he felt himself bound to give his mos: 
unqualified support to, and approval of, the present Bill. 

So much, then, for the general principle of the Bill. The hon’ble member 
had also endeavoured to show that supply of water in times of necessity would 
be a delusion ; that it had in some instances failed at Midnapore, and would do 
soin all probability when urgently needed. He had from these premises 
that it would be unjust to compel people to pay for a thing which might be of no 
use to them. It had, however, been provided by section 53 of the Bill that 
should the water-supply fail, there would be a remission of payment. 

It might be that engineering skill had not attained such excellence as to set 
at rest the question of the possibility of failure under certain contingencies; 
but it must be borne in mind that difficulties were only surmountable by experi- 
ence and in due course of time. It was to be hoped that eager would be 
taken against such failures as were complained of. Where the physical 
circumstances of particular localities were such that a reasonable certainty.was 
not found to exist in respect of an abundant supply of water at all ‘times, 
probably works of -irrigation would not be introduced into such localities. 

To abandon an enterprize so full of hope and so well calculated to 
beneficial would be wholly unworthy of any Government which zealously 
sought the welfare and prosperity of its people. 

The How’nie Mr. Beit said he wished to make one or two remarks | 
an argument which had been very prominently insisted upon by his ble 


.friend opposite (Baboo Kristodas Pal), ‘he “hon’ble member had stated 


* the Bill: chiefly 


thathese irrigation canals were only useful in years of-excessive drought, and 
that in such years they inyariably failed. Now there was a certain amount of 
truth in that statement. It was perfectly true that when a conal was fed by 
a river which-had a small catch-basin, and which therefore depended upon 
the locul rainfall for its supply, if the rainfall wa’ insuflicient the water 
in ‘the river would be insufficient also; and the Midnapore canal, which had 
been alluded to by his hon’ble friend, was to a certain’extent obnoxious to 
these objections. be canal was fed by the river Coseye, a river with a 
very short course, aiid therefore principally dependent for its supply of 
water on the local rainfall ; and in exceptionally ary seasons the water from, 
the Midnapore canal did partially fail, but not to the extent his hon’ble 
friend supposed. M failed only to a partial extent. The’ area irrigable 


* by that canal was estimated at 140,000 acres, but in the exceptionally ~ season 
there- , 


of 1872 the canal only irrigated 48,000 acres, The Council, wo 
fore see that though there was a vn of water, there was not a total failure, * 
but that in spite of the drought it still possessed very great irrigable 
But the dhjestions which had been brought forward against the itidos 

canal hadabsolutely no relation whatever to the other two schemes to whi 

ot As The Orissa canal was fed by the river Mahanuddy, 
and the Soane canal by the river Soane. Both these were rivers with very long 
courses, stretching far into Central India and fed by the mountain ranges in 
those localities. In 1873, that severe year of drought, when the 


* canal partially failed, it was found that ‘the Orissa canal had water 
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| to the canals failing in the time of drought lad been, slot 
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"a “to cover the irrigated area it had undertaken to supply. The same was true _ 


ofthe Soano canal, and therefore he thought the hon’ble gentleman’s argument 
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000,000. 
no destructive inundations since 1872, and consequently 
very considerably increased. Formerly lund in. Orissa 


t owing to the construction of these ii 


ears’ purchase ; since 1872 the value had risen to nineteen 


ct eignmes another interesting fatt which Mr. Bett would mention to the 


‘here had always been a distinction made between»lands liable to — 


‘ lands which were not so liable; lands liable to inundation 
‘assessed at Rs, 1-3-10 less than land which was protected from inunda- 
ion. all land within this irrigable area was protected-from inundation, 
‘was reasonable that when works which had been constructed at a 
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RESOLUTION ON THE REVENUE SURVEY OPERATIONS IN THE 
' * LOWER PROVINCES FOR THE YEAR ENDING SOTH , . 
Myran SEPTEMBER 1876. > 


Reap— ‘ 

. A letter No. 235A, dated 24th March 1877, from the Board of Revenue, submitting a 
report on the Revenue Survey operations in the Lower Provinces during the year 

ending on the 30th September 1876, 


Tae most impértant operations now being conducted under the orders of the 
Survey Department in Bengal are those connected with the cadastral survey in 
the Shahabad, Patna, and Gya districts, which have been undertaken on account 
of the Soane Canal irrigation works. There are two parties at work—one, at 

at Gya, and the other at Shahabad; and altogether an area of 501 
miles, 877 villages, and 1,173,676 fields were surveyed during the 
year. The number of fields is unusually great, and the average size less than 
one-third of an acre; thus vindicating the adoption of the large scale of 
$2 inches to a mile. The Lieutenant-Governor agrees with the Board 
of Revenue that, considering the difficulties with which the parties have 
had to contend, the absence of preliminary demarcation, the ignorance of the 
ameens, the small size of the field, and the large scale of the survey, the 
progress made has been satisfactory. At the same time it is apparent that 
the greater part of the work still remains to be done, viz. 221 square miles 
in the Gya district, 800 in Patna, and 1,407 in Shahabad. It is esti- 
mated ‘that 400 square miles will be completed by the Patna and Gya parties 
in the present year. and that the Eastern Svane irrigation survey’ will be 
brought to a close early in 1877-78. Both the parties will then unite in order to 
complete the district of Shahabad as soon as possible, This survey has now become 
an ially urgent work in connection with the arrangements for imposing a 
cess on all lands irrigable by the Soane Canal, as it will be impossible to assess 
all the lands effective.y until the survey is complete. Every effort must there- 
fore be made to assist the survey parties and finish the work. The Lieutenant- 
Governor observes from Colonel Vanrenen’s statement that no funds have yet 
been provided for the publication of the maps, without which the survey by 
itself.can be of little use. This part of the report will be transferred for early 
tisposal to the Irrigation Branch of the Public Works Department. 

2. No rematks are called for regarding the cadastral survey of the 
Khoordah estate in Orissa, or of the Dhanuwar estate in Hazareebagh, Of 
the Midnapore district it may be mentioned that 1,000 square miles were 
surveyed in detail and 115 square miles in boundary in advance for 1876-77, 
and that it is expected that this work will be completed in the current year. 

8. The Deara survey is employed in showing the changes which have 
taken place in the river.lands of the Ganges and Megna from Furreedpore to 
the borders of Backetgunge, a distance of 140 miles, with an average width of 
seven, miles. Care has been taken to erect permanent pillars on tri-junction 
stations at some distance from the river. The Lieutenant-Governor observes 
that the are about to address Government specially with reference to 
these deara surveys, and he will await their report. 

e4. The work of demarcation in the Midnapore division, which was being 

earried on by a non-professions! survey under Me, Beadon, the Senior Superin- 

tendent, has been concluded, and with the conclusion of the work the appoint- 

ment pei mera ey which bad fallen substantively vacant, has ceased to 
‘miseellaneous: ing work will be disposed of by the Settlement * 

\ ore. The Lieutenant-Governor is giad to notice, on the occasion 
transfer to another sphere of cuty, the favourable mention 











By onder of the Licutonont-Governr of Bengal, 


Hl, J. 8 CoMtON, 












the Board of Revenue of his serviges in the Survey Department . 





GENERAL DEPARTMENT.—EDUCATION.—No, 1122, : 


Calcutta, the 19th April 1877. i 
' From—Corman Macaviay, Esq., Acting Assistant Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal, ‘ 


To—The Offg. Commissioner of the Rajshahye and Cooch Behar Division. 

Wiru reference to your letter No. 19 dated 6th April 1877, and enclosed 
memorandum, and in continuation of ernment order No, 428, dated 
9th February 1877, I am directed to state that the Lieutenant-Governor 
is pleased to accept the sum of Rs. 15,000, subseribed by the zemindars and 
other inhabitants of Rungpore for the foundation, in connection with the High 
School at Rungpore, of two scholarships of Rs 15 and .Rs. 10 per mensem 
respectively, tenable for two years each, His Honor sees no objection to the 
scholarships being ealled, as desired by the subscribers, the Senior and Junior 
Victoria Scholarships. F . : = 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor is pleased also to authorize the Collector of 
the district to take charge of the subscriptions. 

8. A copy of these orders, and of your letter under acknowledgment, 
including its enclosure, will be published in the next issue of the Caloulia 
Gazette. ’ 





RUNGPORE HIGH, SCHOOL 


No, 10, dated Darjeeling, the 6th April 1877. 
From—Lorp H. Uticx Buowxe, Commr. of the Rajshahye and Cooch Behar Division, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, General Department, 
Rerexnine to the eteseponience peted in the aa nt hate the honor 
sah aes to report that the zemindars of Rungpore havo 
aot Gooth Betar Divtions to Goweree requested the Collector of that district t palien 
went, No. 1465, dated Ist Febery Government stock of the value of Rs. 15,000 with 
From Government, No, 488, dated the money subscribed and already paid in, and to 
Oth Pebranty 1877. hold the same in trust, and spend the in 
the manner explained in the enclosed memorandum. 
2° The Collector requests that he may be authorized to accept the trust, 
and that measures may be taken to obtain the gracious permigsion of Her 
Majesty to the use of her name for the*scholarships it is proposed to award. 
8. I recommend both requests for favorable consideration. 


Memorandum by K. D. Gnoss, »»., Peonlek of te mea the Zemindars 
ngpore. 

scholarships, to be styled “The Senior and Junior Victoria Scholarships,” will be 
Ply) oe tS sacomaes esiok of the proclamation of the sg je” by Her Most 
Gracious y the Queen of the title of Empress of India on the let January 1877. 

‘The janior echolarship, of the vulue of Re, 10 per mensem, will be given to the first boy 
who, after havi the University entrance examination from any school in the Rajshabye 
and Oooch Behar Division, fails to obtain any other scholarship, proridek oes ee 












_ sehool of and prepares himself tl for the first examina’ 
scholarship will be tenable by him for two years, provided he evinces ind an 
himself to the satisfaction of the school authorities. lees 
The senior scholarship, of the vaiue of Re. 15 per mensem, will be to the: 
who, after passing the first examination in arts at the Calcutta U; é 
ol 






we ; ie; . ‘ 
ore, by any means the D Committee consider desirable. 

In lusion, I beg to request the favor of your applying to Her Most Gracious Majesty 

Victoria the Empress of India for the permission to call these exhibitions the Seni 

ye e 1 ons the Senior and 
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LIBERALITY OF MOULVI GOLAM ALLY CHOWDERY. 


GENERAL DEPARTMENT.—EDUCATION.—No, 1110, 
Calcutta, the A8th April 1877. 





From—H. J. Reyxoups, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — 


. To—The Commissioner of the Dacca Division. i 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 5, of the 12th 
April 1877, reporting that Moulvi Golam Ally Chowdhry, a zemindar in the 


district of Furreedpore, has liberally contributed Rs. 10,000 for the extension . 


* of the Dacca College premises. 

2. In reply I am to zequert you to convey to the donor the thanks of 
the Lieutenant-Governor for his munificent donation, and to say that the 
papers on the subject will be published in the next issue of the Gazette. 

8. Iam m to request you to submit adraft declaration, with estimate 
for taking up the land which it is proposed to acquire. 


* * © No, 5, dated Daca, the 12th April 1877. 
From—F. B. Peacock, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Dacca Division, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, General Department. 


Wirn reference to your letter No. 2212, of the 8th August last, to the 
address of the Director of Public Instruction, on the subject of endeavouring 
to raise private subscriptions for the required extension of the Dacca 
premises, I have the honor to report that at the instance of the Principal of 
the College, an appeal was made through the Magistrates of the division to the 
liberality of the principal residents in their districts, requesting their co-oper- 
ation in the matter, 

2. Moulvi Golam Ally Chowdhry, a wealthy landholder of Haturia, 
in the district of Furreedpore, has very liberally contributed Rs. 10,000, 
being half of the whole amount of Rs. 20,000 (Government son agreed to 

ive the equivalent of any sum raised privately) at present needed for the 

uirement of purchasing the building now known as the ra 

school-house for the purpose. The amount has been’ paid and deposited by 
me in the bank here. 

8. Ihave conveyed to the Moulvi my appreciation of the great liberality 


he has displayed, and beg to request that I may be also permitted toconvey to 


him the hos bd pee ents for — — and that this 
eorrespondence may be publi in ial Gazette of Calcutta (English 
and Bengali) for ae information. 


Tia 
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‘The average i pempirtoas period for 20 years. ce TOS 
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Statement showing the Increases and Decreases of Staples during four weeks ending 24th March 1977. 
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Traffic of Bast Indian Railway for four weeks 


on 
‘The approximate figures for the period are as follows :— 
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Shows an increase of 83 per cont. in weigh,and 36 per cent, 










= = — 
‘This increase, taken with the increases shown in my January anil Pebruxry: reports, makes 4000 
, cad Ciege agellon tibet Opa ses eatin fon uy to tnoeca oramre ip at -~ 
Government stores " ae es «» Md, 6,716 Re 16, 
The bulk of this increase is in arms and ammunition, sent ep to Loodiana for the Punjab arsenal. 






jaetia pen Se Ls i. os Mds. 10,27,986 Re 360,561 
oo a ae 
‘ = a Sr poste 
Other coral = a a gesose = mn796 





a a 48,226 » 16,927 
‘The total weight carried under thie hend in March 1874 havi: been 668,700 nannds and the exrning 
Rs. 141,000, it will be seen that this incroaso is on the whole nearly th: ld in weight und fourfold in money, 


“Wheat.—The bulk of the money increase is naturally in wheat, which bux been ied largely to Caleatts 
expert ‘Aboot 700 tons were sent to Bombay, Of this increase fa wheat about $740,000 mune hus base fa 


we 70,000 is sed by Covopen anion lone, while all 
About wnpore alone, the cipal stations between C 
ee i. principal ‘awnpore and 
Rice has been largely carried from stations in Bengal to Caloutta for shipment to Madras. and also from 


very 
the Allahabad and Benares districts to Bombay, mainly, it isbelieved, for shipment to the southern Mahratta districts, 
to the upper north-wrat, which naunlly goes on at this time of year, is very much diminished. 
bya patio Bede course due to the scarcity in Southern and Western Indin. 
may be taken as consisting mainly of bajra and similar grains sent to the famine district. 
ywnpore contri! the greater portion of this inereaso (about 2,10,000 maunds). 
been Jargély carried, h the increase under this head is small compared with those in the 


Y ove a nt ~ «= Mds, 24922 Re 20,718 
‘This increase is almost entirely in gunny-bags sent up from Calcotta—mostly new Culeutta-made power-loom bags 
for the new seed crop, and for carrying on the operations in wheat for export. 
Hides... aoe eon os aoe Mda 19,329 Ra. 10,221 
January and February showed decreases in this staple of about maunds 7,000, which Mare has more than recouped ; 


it ie always a fluctuating traffic, 
Iron... + ne we "7 Mds, 13,399 Ks 9,642 
This, too, is » mere fluctuation in trade, and just covers the deficieney shown Inet mouth. 5 
a ee on oe a «.  Mds. 1,086,200 Ra, 65,300 
‘This traffic develops ; the export is large from the whole district, which lies beween Patna and Benares, and the 
produce finds its way to the far north-west ; while the of the Cawnpore district, which is of inferior quality, geta 
a market in Contra) India, in Bombay, and goes in quantities even on to the Baroda line, as for as 


? 


main line traffic in jaggree for the month of March for three years has stood thue— 

1871 ue ws son ose o. Tons 6,700 Re 83,000 
o ” 8800, 45,000 
1» 1,410,000 





: » 12800 
fh ieee copskbaratle in (about $2,000 ssavods) lathe deayeteh frou sou abet to the guaaia 
was & cons crease (about lowral, 
received from the Rt. 8. Railway at Agra and Delhi. . 
Beeds ... ov we an “ Mds, 82,940 Re. 25,683 
This is an increase of abont 20 per cent, over last year, but it is not, I am confident, one-half of the increase that 
we might have had could we have found the means of ing with al) the traffic that offers, 
This is owing, ns in previous months, to the impossibility of providi wapan Ae tho Atishabs Seowesd til 
» ae in mont! ing wagons le 
Piece: cS = el ila 2602 Ra. 14,088 
Native holidays interfered a little with this trade, as they always do 
‘Thero was an increase of over 20,000 maunds in February, 
For Railway material wee Mds. 93,292 Re 64,306 


wr 


Last yong wo were sending up material to Mokameh for the branch of the Tirhoot State Ruilway which has 


just been opened, 
Jompenrone Linn Trarrto. 





















EAST INDIAN RAILWAY—MAIN LINE. 
Approzimate Return of Traffic for week ended 14th April 1877, on 1,279}-milee open. 
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bd EAST INDIAN RAILWAY—JUBBULPORE LINE. . 
Approximute Return of Traffic for week ended 14th April 1877, on 223} miles open. 
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EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY. ‘ 
Return of Trafic for week ended 14th April 1877, on 158} miles open. 











NALHATI STATE RAILWAY. 
* Approvimate Heturn of Traffic for weok ended 14th April 1877, on 27} miles open 
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Proceedings of the Counoil of the Lieutenant-Governdr | 
of Bengal for the purpose of making . Pt | 


ee Saturday, the 28th Aprit 1877. ; ee 





_ He would now move 

that the report of the Select Committee be taken into consideration in’ 
settlement of the clauses of the Bill, and that the clanses of the 

t considered for settlement in the form recommended by the Select 





’ The How’ste Basoo Kersropas. Pat said that, before the Council 
i to take the report of the Select Committee into: consideration, 
ished to make one remark. The object ef the Bill was to enable the 
Government to rise wletntfnds fr men the liabilities which had 
upon it by the Government of India. The amount which the 
ent was required to raise was Rs. p enpit Phe from inform. 
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com) it persons that the increase of stamp revenue 
) 50,00,000. He was not ina position to say whether th 
correct ; but if the Go: cnatdiagak x good secalialh 

tion whether it was to impose the new tax this 
revenue derivable on registration was sure; applications 
landlords, 


ay 



























“cess was reco by 
; was to conceive why the mode of realization 
should be different. Arrears of income tax or license tax were 
defaulter by civil suit, and in such cases a sum of double the 
by way of penalty, and realized by sale of the moveable 
4 . But section 8 of the Bill was more stringent than 
j had been passed. No difficulty had, he believed, been 
experienced by Government in realizing any tax that ‘had been im upon 
the pole he was at a loss therefore to know why such a stringent provision 
had been adopted in this Bill, especial when it was considered how. snbmissive 
and law-abit the people of Bengal were roputed to be. He thought.an 
arrear of revenue and an arrear of tax should not be realized in the same way. 
He would+therefore, with His Honor’s permission, move as an amendment in 
section 8 the substitution of the words “section 23 of Act X of 1871” in lieu 
of all the words after the word “ demand” in line five. 
*The How’ste Mr. Revnops said that this section was unanimously agreed 
to in Select Committee. He thought his hon’ble friend was under a misappre- 
hension as to the effect of the section. It was not proposed to recover 
under the Sale Law, but under‘the certificate procedure of Act 
VII (B.C.) of 1868, which was a more convenient mode of recovery the 
jure prescribed in section 23 of the Road Cess Act. The procedure of 
VIL of 1868 was not one of unusual stringency, as the same procedure 
pe to the Butwara Law, the Embankment Law, and the Irrigation Law, 
several other public demands were also made recoverable under that 
procedure: .He might also mention that the Board of Revenue had repre- 
sented that ‘the procedure prescribed by the Road Cess Act was cumbrous 
and inconvenient, and had suggested its amendment, and therefore there was 
no necessity to retain in any new measure a procedure which had been found 
to be inconvenient. 





















country, and he thought some special consideration should be shown to them. 
_ The Hoy’ste Mr. Revvoxns said he'thought that the wishes of his hon’ble 
Ee Po 08 E Seieaction Fol HS the figures “23” were inserted 
the 22” and “24,” and if section 8 were omitted altogether. 
him to be advantageous to’ maintain the road 
aps it was desi ee te eee 
SE ; 
ler 
“as ellactos of bots ooweh Ho 











Letter No, $620 of 15th March 1877, ico toe Wie ak gaa aie 
‘ oa abt in Baie Haina af Pes 2a te 
Letter No. 72 of 6th April 1877, from bay ehpntas epee ein Por Commie 


ping oat ha by srl ro ‘he malay it Supine ne 
has been calculated at Re. 350, ia 400 per 
estimate No. 14 (page 16 of the Budget Estimates) 


Read also— 
Letter No. 976 of 5th April 1877, from this Government to the Port 
eaae for the detailed estimates of receipts and expenditure and opening tee ‘of 
the Capital account, and for a statement of ways and means of that account, 
Letter No.'120, dated 12th April 1877, from the Vice-Chairman, Port Cotamissioners, 
submitting the above information. 
The estimates have been drawn up in the same form as last year, and are 


+ = ea of the me Slee ee: — 


Part I1.—Inland Vessels’ Wharves. 
Part I11.—Strand Bank Lands. 
Part IV.—Port or River Division. . 


Part V.—New works. 
The first four parts compose the Revenue account, and the fifth the 
rage account. 
appendices to the estimates give details of the establishment and 
Which are distributed over the several parts. This distribution has 
been refer) in the same proportions as were adopted in the estimates for the 


pers onde 

Appendix 4.—The expenditure on account of control establishments 
has ae estimated at Rs. 1,02,454 in 1877-78 against Rs. 9708 in 1876-77, 
being an increase of Rs. 4,986, The excess is due to the eu < f 
additional fees to Commissioners for attending Sub- seer 
increase of establishment in the bona gore Accounts, ) 
ments, and to the Worksho 
direct to pepe ms Hanae ced i this ee and vedi : 
salaries the Superintendent and Assistant Superinten bot Mahi 

B.—The estimated cost of establishment, of : 
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compared with, that of the previous year, shows an increase of Rs, 47,836 in 
both the sources of income under this head, which is satisfactory. 
Salaries of Jetty Establishments. Estimate No. 4. 

(2). This estimate exceeds that of last year by Rs. 13,559. The excess is 
owing partly to provision being made for the permanent employment of an 
Additional Deputy Superintendent and of a Time-keeper under the head 
“Jetty Office,” and partly to increases in establishments under the heads “ First 
grade tallymen,” “ Sorters,” “Gunners,” “ Import Warehouse” “ Gate officers,” 
«Baggage Warehouse,” “ Export Sheds,” and “ Crane Establishment.” oi 

Establishment for 30-ton Crane, Estimate No. 5. 

(3). Rs. 5,808 have been estimated as the cost of the establishment which 
it will be necessary to employ when the crane is completed. It is considered 
that the provision made will be ample for the purpose, but until some expe- 
rience has been gained in the working of the vessel, it will not be possible to 
form an exact estimate of her requirements. 

Working expenses of Jetties.. Estimate No. 6. 

(4).” The estimate under this head is Rs. 65,656 against Rs. 59,284 in 
1876-77. ‘The increase (Rs. 6,372) is due to the provision for coolie labour for 
exports being increased by Rs. 2,772, and that for steam and hydrdulic cranes 
being increased by Rs. 3,600. ; 

Renewal of Rolling Stock. Estimate No. 7. 
, (5). Rs. 7,000 have been provided for replacing a number of worn out 


trollies and hand trucks by new ones. As this stock will not go towards 
increasing the block, the charge incurred in its purchase is debited to revenue, 


Municipal Taxes on Jetty Enclosures. Estimate No. 8. 

(6), The municipal tax will amount to Rs. 31,602 against Rs. 33/640 in 
1876-77. The decrease of Rs. 2,088 is due to the reduction of } per cent. in 
the house and police rates : 

New works to be met from Jetty Revenue. Estimate No. 10. 

(7). The sum to be transferred from Revenue to the Capital account for 
new works will amount to Rs. 87,590 against Its. 1,06,500.in 1876-77. Of 
this sum, Ks. 72,890 will be required for the extension of the jetty heads, and 
for providing additional shed accommodation at bay jetties, and the remaining 
Rs. 15,000 will be required forconverting Mullick’s Ghat into, quarters for 
the Jetty Police. 

Receipts from Inland Vessels’ Wharves. Estimate No. 12. 

(8). It is estimated that the receipts from Inland Wharves will give an 
increase of Ks. 44,000 in 1877-78 as compared withthe preceding year. The 
estimate is based upon the actual receipts of the first ten months of 1876-77. . 

Receipts from Tramway. Estimate No. 13. 

(9). The receipts under this head are estimated at Rs. 36,000. This 
estimate is based upon an average monthly income of Rs, 3,000, but it is 
deemed probable that, when the tramway which commenced working from 
January last gets into full work, the figures given in this estimate will be 
considerably exceeded. ; : 

O Salaries. Inland Vessels’ Wharves. Estimate No. 14. 

(10), The estimate for salaries shows a decrease of Rs. 3,912, viz. from 
Rs, 51,750 in 1876-77 to Rs. 47,868 in 1877-78. The decrease is owing to 
reductions in establishments employed at the Inland Wharves. F 

‘ Tramway Establishment. Estimate No. 15. : 

(11). The cost of the establishment which it is considered will be required 
wheh the entire line of tramway is opened is estimated at Rs. 14,928. Bat 
the cost of the present establishment is Re. 774 ‘per wensem, or Rs, 9,288 per 
annum. , 

Tramway Working Expenses and Repairs. Estimate No. 17. - 

(12). Rs, 15,750 are reckoned as the cost of working expenses and repairs 

to the line of tramway. 
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New works from Revenue of Inland Vessels’ Wharves. Estimate No. 19, 

(18). Three sums are to be transferred from Revenue to the Capital 
account for new works, viz. a sum of Rs. 53,593 for completion of new road 
north of Abeereetollah Ghat, a sum of Rs. 52,000 for pitching slope in front of 
Mint, and Rs. 25,000 for metalling the Inland Vessels’ Wharf; the total 
amount being Rs. 1,30,593 against Rs. 73,500 in 1876-77. 

7 Strand Bank Rents. Estimate No.-20, 

(14). The receipts estimated at Rs. 1,22,794 show an increase of Rs, 18,000 
as compared with the previous year. This estimate is based upon the actual 
receipts from the monthly rental of the Strand Bank lands. 

Repairs and Improvements, Strand Bank Lands. Lstimate No. 21, 

(15). There is an increase of Rs. 13,600 as compared with the estimate 
for 1876-77, owing partly to the provision of Rs, 10,000 for widening roads 
and constructing foot-paths and drains, and partly to the provision of Rs, 3,600 
for raising low lands. f 

Salaries. Strand Bank Lands. Estimate No. 22. * 

(16). The estimate, Rs. 2,032, shows an increase of Rs. 636 as compared 
with the preceding year. ‘The increase is due to the horse allowance of Rs. 30 
per mensem made to the rent cellector, to the entertainment of a monthly 
writer on lis, 20, and to the raising of the head peon’s pay from Rs. 9 to 12 
per mensem. 

Municipal Taxes on Strand Bank Lands. Estimate No. 23. 

(17). The decrease of Rs. 457 in the amount of the municipal taxes is 

owing to the reduction of half per cent. in the house and water rates. 
Receipts from Mooring Hire. Estimate No, 26. 

(18). The receipts estimated at Rs. 2,15,000 show an increase of Rs. 3,000 
as compared with the previous year. ‘I'he estimate is based upon the actual 
receipts of* 1875-76, and not of 1876-77, as during the latter year the receipts 
increased considerably, owing to the additional tonnage employed in the con- 
veyance of rice from Calcutta to Madras. 

Receipts from Harbour Master's Depar/ment. Estimate No. 27. 

(19). The collections from the Harbour Master’s Department have been 
reckoned at Rs. 1,40,000 against Ks. 1,385,000 in 1876-77. The estimate 
under this head is also based upon the actual receipts of 1875-76, and not of 
1876-77, as the earnings during the latter year were very materially augmented 
by the frequent entry and departure of steamers engaged in carrying rice 
from Calcutta to Madras. 

Moyapore Magazine. Lstimate No. 29. 

(20). An income of Rs, 6,000 is estimated, being a decrease of Rs. 1,500 

as compared with the estimate (Ks. 7,500) for the year 1876-77. 
Interest of Government Securities. Estimate No. 81. 

(21). There will be an increased income of Rs. 1,840 over the estimate 
(Rs, 21,110) for the year 1876-77. ; 

Fines for Breach of Port Rules. Estimate No. 34. * 

(22). The receipts are estimated at Rs. 1,000, showing’ an increase of 
Rs, 600 as compared with 1876-77. The estimate is based upon the actual 
receipts of the past year. 

River Police Establisiment. Estimate No. 35. 

(28). There is an increase of Rs. 540 in the cost of establishment as 
tompared: with the estimate for 1876-77, owing to the pay of the Superintend- 
ent of River Police having been increased by Rs. 60 per mensemy or Rs. 720 
ayear. Of this sum (Rs. 720), one-fourth (Rs. 180) is borae by Government, 
and three-fourths (Rs, 640) are defrayed by the Port Commissioners.  * 
‘ Salaries of Port Works Establishment, Estimate No. 40. 

(24). The estimate for establishments employed on port works shows an 
increase of Rs. 144, which is due to annual increments of pay under the head 
“ Port Pilotage Collecting Department,” but this increase is reduced by Rs. 45 
by a revision of establishment under the head “Steam Launches Vectie and 
Phillis.” The total increase therefore is Rs. 96. 
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* Pensions and Gratuities. Estimate No, 42. 


(26). The estimate under this head shows an increased expenditure of 
Rs. 238 as compared with the previous year. 


+ Probable balance on the 1st April 1877. Estimates Nos. 43-46. 


A Rs. . 

(26). Part TI. Tetties 6 sor Perl o» =—-15,640 
» IL. Inland Vessels’ Wharves ... one ve $803 

» Ill, Strand Bank Lands aa ‘ae ee = 6,828 

» 1V. Port or River Division... aes oe 26,544 

; Total vee 56,809 

» V. Capital account wee bb .. 1,80,162 

Grand Total aie 2,386,071 





Loan and Inlerest Account. 


q (27). ‘Phe Commissioners make provision for payments from revenue on 
account of interest and sinking fund as below :— 


Debitable to Jetties ise 
ye to Inland Wharves 
” to Strand Bank ... 

to Port or River Division 





Total vow 4,158,028 
° = to Bridge = - 2,768 
Grand Total vee 4,15,790 





Of this total, Rs. 3,04,491 are payments on account of interest, and 
Rs, 1,11,299 are repiyments of principal. The total loan liability of the 
Commissioners at the close of the year 1876-77 is Rs, 51,54,515-4, exclusive 
of the original port debt of Rs. 17,65,000, the principal of which is not 
repayable. 
Revenue Account. 
(28). The following tabular statement shows the estimate of the Revenue 
account from Ist April 1877 to 31st March 1878. 


Estimaty of Receipts and Expenditure for 1877-78. 

















Receirts. 
= _ —— = a = aad SS 
Particeians, Jottiog, | Wharves, Strand Bank. Port Vroper.) Bridge, Toran. 
| 
te, Rs. Te Te, 
Belascwon iat ApILISTT os. sx neyo s309 oes asen 
Kevespts ... eee 0588 svgo0- are 15,76,408 
‘Total ” O10 426,003 ares wasncir 
Ss — 





Exrenpitvre. 



































Homent of interest and sinking fund on loat... 2,85,008 1.20400 | M977 7.003 rer! ainre0 
Fees ae big Se toes Tees 7.800 30, “aa “io ane Park tes 
f ra 

Yeullahtoeata = cer 106,107 Kose 
Sentra os se ims “hn Po 4 
orking expomeos " eer a 160.378 
Keverve ttt te ies 10,000 
timeal payment to Government 41.298 
Panewal of stock. “ 7,000 
i bare oo 3,000 
{preeiation soooant | pa 85,110 
Necwane and gratuttios 4010 
; r= 414,138 | a708 | 15,40,138" 

Probable balance on Stet March 1878 os perry ad one Gan | ‘aon 

. 





it ‘J é 
. RES De Cedestet (cn acount of bridge fram tbe Revenue acoouut the meceipts and expenditure will be as follows, 


Re. 
- - “ on 620408 


je me = sa Nes bee ae 7 ears 
The above estimate shows that there will be a probable balance of -Rs. .86,082 
&t the end of the current year. 


, 
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New Works. | Aer . 


(29). The assets and outlay on Capital account for new works may be 
shown as follow :— 











Rs, 
Amounts which have been debited on the Revenue account as . 
. transferred to Capital account, .vide Part I of the estimates, 

Rs. 87,890, Part 11, Rs. 1,30,595, and Bridge, Rs, 15,000 2,383,483 
Undrawn balance of sanctioned loans oe aes 1,81,000 
Loan applied for, but not yet sanctioned on eo 70,000 
Loans to be applied for ie one we 6,50,000 
Other receipts sn on eos wees 2,00,000 

Total “oe 12,84,443 
Add available balance on Ist April 1877 eee ase 1,80,162 
Grand Total oe 14,64,645 
—— 
Outlay’ on account of new works... vee oe 14,64,645 
——— 

Probable balance on 3lst March 1878 og on Nil 





_ The Commissioners propose to expend all the receipts of the Capita! 
account on new works, so that there will not be any balance at the close of 
the year 1877-78. : 

6. In accordance with the provisions of section 50, Act V (B.C.) of 1870, 
the Lieutenant-Governor approves the estimates of income and expenditure of 
the Port Commissioners for the year 1877-78, and again congratulates the Port 
Commissioners on the benefits which they have conferred on the port by 
their administration. Ilis thanks are specially due to the Chairman and 
Vice-Chairman for their careful and efficient discharge of their duties. 


By.order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
H. J. REYNOLDS, 
Offg. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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-Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Crops. 


statement showing Rainfati, Weather, and Stute and Prospects of the Crops in the different Districts 
of Bengal, as reported to Government during the week ending the 28th April 1877. 















































treat cases of cholera at Shuzadpore, 


————— = —— ————a . 
Rainfall sd 
District, and date of — jatSudder) Character of the weather, state nnd prospects of thi 
No. return. tation state uf health at dave neve aie 
_|_—.-—- = -—— 
BENGAL. | 
Western Districts. 
| 30°77 Nil ‘ , 
| Pordwan, Apl. . The & now on the ground, namely cotton, fil, and 
; | : . Puble keh tie it, and sugarcane, are doing weil 
"'¢ [Bunkoorny n Bw Nil |Weather—Dry and hot, ‘The state and prospect of the crops are ne favourable as 
+ | fore. 
: ‘Bord Nil |Weather— ite 
3 Beorbhoom, By ‘eather—Very hot, but quite seasonable, The state and prospects crops 
z . continue good, aint 
5} 4 Midnapore, 28 » | Nil |Wenther—Very dry and hot, Mort of the frat ploughings are over, and 
5 | prospects are promising. 
2 . 
2| 5 Hooghly, » 28 4 | Nil |Weather-—Very warm and close, Lands are still being prepared for the rice 
sowings. The cuttings of sugureane are being planted, and those alread 
| Planted are doing well. Vegetables are in good condition, Cholera is still 
| 7. prevalent, and cattle disease hes broken ont in many places 
L Howrah, ~ 3 ow Nil |Woeather—Seasonably hot. No crops on the ground, 
Central Distriots, 
f 6 |26-Pergunnabs, ApLBO,¢77| Nil eae Seen No crops on the ground. The pablic health in general 
” be . 
% 
= ndiden, » Bo Nil |Weather—Very hot and dry, Rain is now required for the early rice 
S| Sowings still continue. Cholera has appeared in several parts of the dittrict. 
»| 
=} 8 \Sconore, » By | 12 |Weathor—Hot and dry, ‘The continued drought is enabling the ryots to plough 
s . and sow the low lands that were flooded by the ue rain, It hus, on the 
4 other hand, not been favorable to the rice in the higher lends, and hus been 
£ somewhat injurious to indigo, The prospects, however, ure generally good. 
| 
\ B |Moorsbedybad, ., 28° | Nil |Weather—Hot, ‘The condition of boro rice is good, and the cultivation of aman 
and bhadoi crops ia going on favourably, Prices are steady, Cholera in » 
spermatic form is still reported. 
| 
(10 \Dinagepore, 87 Nil |Wenther—Gotting warm, Wind from the west Bhadoi or carly rice, daon 
‘" "ot millet, jute, and sugarcane are above the ground. Plonghing for the late 
rice ie being pushed on, A good deal of cholera exists in the district, 
| 
} 
L | Kujshabye,  B. Nil | Weather —Very hot and saltry till Friday evening when & strong breeze sprung 
fer up from the sonth-oout and reduced the temperature, but no tain fell, Rice 
| is being sown, and indigo is promising, but rain is much needed, 
12 Kungpore, 7 Nil |Weather—Very warm and dry. The ently rice is looking well, The state and 
. rospecte or other crops wre metisfuctory. Small-pox “ls reported to have 
H Prokee out in Chitmsri sad Ihowanigunge. ° 
= o bd 
si 13! . 2 Nil |Weather—Dry and clear. Ne rnin, and intenso heat, The sowings of jute 
3] iii is x Soe und Beene sia, and fil, ore still being curried on. The plantation of 
o4 | ~ sugarcane has now been comploted. *. 
a . 
| 6 Pabm 28 1°45 |Woather—Very hot till the noon of the 27th April, when a cyclonic storm of 
4 | ~ i Nee, short duration, but of great violence, passed over the station, Thestate and 
ry prospects wf the crops continue to be |. Anutive doctor hae been sent to 
= 
j 
— 


46 Lest » Ws 152 |Main fell heavily on the 25th and 26th April, and a good deal of bail with 
| Ki strong winds, thunder, and lightning. The pa 
. 





iw still very threatening. The 
young crops of Indian-corn, rice, murwa millet, and potatoes in the bills are 
doing well, The sowings of early rice in the plains are progressing, 


16 \Julpigoree, * 28 y | Nil |Weather—The days aro very bot, but Lhe aighte aro still cool. State and pros- 
| | peep ened . The early rice sowings are nearly eolplete. 
\ ot & Nil |Weather—Pair, sunny, and hot. No rain this week, The cultivation of Gitri 

i dhon Ws going on steadily, and the weather is very favourable. Cnine ot Fain 
f be and 


also well, Public health is good, but fever appears to 
in Mathabhanga there is stil! small-pox. = 


eet uk ~ + ee Oe re ae 


® Telegram of the 30th April shows rainfall daring the seven days immediately preceding. 
Y Keport of the S0th April enuws rainfall during the erven days immediately preceding. 
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No, 


District, and date of 
return. 


Stat 
inches 


Rainfall 
el Character of the weathdr, state and prdapects of thy crops, and 
ition in date. 


state of health as 3 





BENGAL. —{ Continued.) 


Bastern Districts, 


17 |Dacea, Api. 80°'77, 


18 |Parreedpore, 


19 |Backergunge, 





Dacea Drvs. 


22 [Chittagong, 


28 |Noakbolly, 


Carrtasose Divs. 
——————s = 
= : 

I 
2 f 
1 3 


Parsa Drew. 

ea I eats cant 
& 8 
i 





2. 


226 


“61 


Nil 


Nil 


Niu 





Weather—Warm and sunny. Tho state of tho is favourable. Boro dian 


‘| or apring rice, ix being cat. Cholera is prevalent in parte of the district, | 


Weather—U nsettiod. There wasa high wind followed by rain on the 27th Apri) 
‘The ruinfal! at Goulundo bas been 2'16 inches. The cultivation of land for the 
rive crops is in progress, and the prospects will be good with no more rain for 
the present. 


66. Showore are reported to have fallen in the interior of the district, but generally, 


the weather during the week bas been hot and more seasonable, with a south. 
west wind blowing. From four thanas the crops are reported injured by the 
| late heavy rain, but in other parts of the district they are good. Cholera in « 
sporadic form and fover prevail throughout the district, with the exeeption 
four thanas, Tho health of the cattle is good. 

. 


Weather—Sunay, with hot winds during the daytime. Storm and rain on the £74) 
April. ‘The sowings of aows rice and jute are still in progress. Horo rive bas 


been cut, and the yield hne been generally good, except in a fey places where 
damage was dove iy Iwil-storme. 


| 

(The weather is unusual, and there ix «good deal of ball and rain. There will 
be difficulty in wowing the gous crop in the low lands, which are much water 
logged in many places. 


Wenther—Hot and close, The prospects of paria aons are goud. The rain will 
facilitate the sowing of other gous crops. Cholera in «till prevalent in the 
south of the district, and sumn!l-pox is reported from head-qaurters 


Wenther—Very hot during the wock, Slight rain fell on the 21st April. *Pulse, 
chillies, ke, are duing well, and some are being gathered. The cultivation for 
the rice crops is now going on. Prospects are better. Cholera atill preraile 
in thanas Begum range cal Penny, 


Weather—Vory hot at daytime throughout the week. Clondy in the evenings 
of the 20th, 2st, and 220d Apnil, The hill people are engaged in burning ther 
joome, 


Weather—Hot und occasionally cloudy, The state and prospects of the crop 
are good. 


Wenther—Seasonable, The harvesting of the rubbee crops is well nigl com 
pleted. Health of the district is generally good. 


‘The sky was more cloudy than is xual at this time of the Yeur, The maximuw 
roading of the thermometer in the shade was 1048°. harvesting of thr 
rubbee crops in still going on in parts of the district. Cholera threatens Gy+ 
Town, It originated in an eteampment of opium assamecs outside the town. 


pporrermeerry Aree cloudy. Hot westerly winds generally prevailing. Th 
rubbee harvest is being threshed, Sugureane is mostly planted. 


Weather—Seasonable. East winds blowing. The rubbee crops have been «! 
harvested, 


Weathor—Sessonably bot with west wind, The prospects of the crope st 
at bot rain ie beertame mas. Ploughing for the bAadoi crops 
ne With the exception of “pox at Shewhur, the general health 


Weuther—Dry and hot. Strong west wind in the afternoons. No changes sine 
dast report. Indigo und cheena are di well, The carly rice in being sow. 
and sugarcane is being planted, health is good. * 


Weathor—Clear and seasonable. The harvesting of the rubber crops still oF 
tinues, Prospects are very good, 4 
Weather—Hot winds in the day; cool at night. The outturn of the rwbier 
crops is satisfactory. 


Wenthor—Sonsonable. The sowings of the early rice have begun in the port). 
is cagarecne, whieh is ut prevent goo! 
Cholera is spreading, and is ‘bad in the town, 








3 4 
- Se ..- . a ~ Seer ] 


rea oe « aKa 
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Rainfall, | 
District, and date of S Character of the weuther, state and prospects of the crops, and 
inches, 








Ne. state of health at date. 
——_———ee = — 
ORISSA. 
97 (Cottack, Apl. 23 121 |Weather—G: hot and dry, Honry thunderstorm at head-quartere 
on the 27th A) fowl of early rice beginning. 
| Sslenity ngs early rice are ling. Prospects are 
| 
38 |Poore, +.» 96 Nil Weather—Cool ap to 8 o'clock in the morning; days ar hot. The harvest- 
7 ing of the datee crop otill continues. The state of the crops in general ie falr, 
| Rice is a little ehenper. The public health is good, 
39 Balasore, » 7 Nil | Weather—Very bot with strong «un. Ploaghing and manurings continue, 
t Pa Many desthe fro cholera still cceur both at beed-quartera and in the interier. 
| of the district, 
” 
CHOTA NAGPORE, | 
South-West Frontier, 
Agency. 


. 
40 Hazarcobagh, Apl. 27 ‘77; Nil Weather—Seasonable. There aro tio crope to be reported on A few if 
| | cholera and small-pox reported in the interior, ne 


41 Lobardugga, 8 «| ‘65 ‘The hout has been unseasonably moderated by storms, The ruhber harvest has been 
| completed. It wax probably not equal to wn average crop. The mohwa crop ix 
short, It ie being gathered General health is good. 


42 Singbhoom, » 2 » Nil bi aorontriegrrngye oo No orome wo gseads about. A fire broke out at Chyebassa 
on Sunday, the S20 April, which destroyed 97 huts and some property, but 
no distress is anticipated. " Th district is healthy. f 





43 Manbhoom, 28, | Nil. |Weather—More seasonable at to heat, but somewhat unusually clouded. Nothing 
* | new to report. Boro than urd cotton ary good. Sugarcane ix mostly planted. 








Published for general information, 


Cavcurra, Sratistican Durr., H.J. 8. Corrox, 
The 1st May 1877. Jr. Secy. (0 the Got, of Bengal. 
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Weekly Report of Rainfall compiled at the Mcteorchogionl Reporters fig 





































F =. ea rs — 
rs 2 Rare yom ler 
a ' | 5" Ln Jamvanr 
£ Diam: Grazrone. és $2 are Kemanne. 
3 ay | Ee E ——————_— i 
FS | $28 | 528 | Inch. |p toda. 
BENGAL, 
Touches, | lores, 1877, 
ma) Nil B74 | Blet Adpril 
110 | ditto w00 | ditto 
139 | ditto 7°05 | ditto * 
103 | ditto B04) dite | 
O18 | ditte 300 dite 
03 | dito 725 | ditto 
ose | ditto “76 
0.00 | ditto o20 ‘ 
2 0465 | ditto 187 
© O20 | ditto +00 . 
5 46 | ditto | O49 x s 
2 oss | dito | 740 ve 
wal | ditto 77 





ant) ditto ld 


102 | ditto O77 
1°05 | ditto os 
109) ditto cry 


16a | ditto wer 
Ord ditto ma 





Oke | ditte | 904) ditto 
111 | ditto eu7 | ditto 
| om | ditto Wa6 | ditto 
Not ree,| ditto 698 | ditto ..,| Not reed. Sth to 14th April. 

bon | ditto 786) ditto 


























Dacea 


e 
5 
& 
© 
2} Tipperwh 
= 
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Chittagong Hill Tracts 


Hill Tipperab ... 


Wc o 
_ | Burrentpore 
Fackengn ae 
\s 
\« 
_symeine 
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NENAR, 


Parma. 


rel 


ba: 
; 


c 
eo eee See 
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Rare room ler 
Jaxvany 
1877, 
| Kewenne 
Inches, |v» to date . 
1err, | 
| 
DM Slat Apri 
Bis | ee 
2406 | ditto 
TIA Mth Aprit 
* 4 Sint sala | 
ditto 
ies | ditto 
2010 ditto 
WWs7 ditto 
1927 | ditto | 
O78) ditto From 4th Felerusey 1877 
| 
O47 ditto 
$08 ditty 
707 dita 
ik | ditto 
7TH) dite | 
Tho ditto . 
aoe) ditto | 
love | ditto | : 
O71 | ditto 
1933 ditto 
1722 | ditto 
| 
12°87 | ditto 
Ot ditto 
#1 | ditto 
08} ditto | a 
22) ditto 
277 |. ditto 
267 | ditto 
418 | ditto 
W809 | ditto...) Not recorded 18th to 24th February. 
1-24 | ditto || Net recorded 12th Jan. and 4th to 
10th Febrnary, 
620) ditto 
os | ditto 
#14) ditto 
wit | ditto 
wat | ditto 
see uate b April Not reed. ath to 10th March, 
#60 | Ditto 
aeg Si bitte te 
286 | Bhat April 
au | ditto 
wis | ditto 
at | ditto ,,.| Not reed. 8th to Mth April. 
635 | ditto ...! Dito ‘ditto, 
O32 ditto 
425 | ditto —,.| Not rod. let to 7th April, 
m all | ditto 
281 ‘ham April, 
el | ditto ts 
us| ditto si 
N16 | 2ist April | 
ow ditto 
460 | ditto 
#18 | ditty 
vel | ditto : 
- itv 
408 bo be 
418) ditto . 
“736 | ditte - ° 
Op | ditto . 
B97 | ditto...) Not, reed, 26th to Siet Maret. 
200 | ditto ,, Ditto ditto. 
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G10 | Mist April 
G23 | ditto 

12°65 | 14th April] 
1040 | ditto 
365 | ditto 


S070 | Bist April 


ditto 
ditto 
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_| Not reed. 25th to Bist March. 


Joun Exuiorr, M.a., 
Meteoroloyical Reporter to the Govt. of Benyal. 
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Moteorojogical Telegraphic Report for the 22nd to 28th April 187 
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F Barometer! Hrexouersn, 
Beromete reduced 
e Date. | Hour.| reduced j Weather 
e |. vo an’, | “ene Rain. | Clowds. | iattiate, 
5 level, | Dry. | Wet. 
é F | 
Apeiigtnd| 10 | 20-788 |» 20801 avs} moo! mm ssw Pm 
ie | go-e32 | g9040 70) 767 | OT sw 
vant | 10 | 39761 | go-700 os! Bs) ao asW 
16 | 2dv0a | 20020 oe) BS) at sby Ww : 
A cub) 10 | 20765 | 29-7Ks son! BOB) Os ssw ‘ 
Fall se | 20655 | goers | ove! go7| at by W ‘ 
E}) sath | so | 207664,| 2e-782 8) 730 “” Wwaw = 6 
§)| 1 = 20673 oo 703") 36 wsw ‘CK 
3 eoh | ay | 0769 | goer ors) 773) 69 8s Ww € 
3]| jo | gress | 20001 | 68) 70) 40 ESE cs 
gmth| io | g0'788 | 20800 | OS) TET) oT ssw 6, c8 
ie | 2e7o0 | 20778 | ora] gel 4 | Wyn c 
gh} jo | go820 | gees | Ord) ten) 42 | Niyw ie 
| ie | sos | go793 | oes) 71) 43 | Why N c 
] 
[apriisand| 10 | e706 | 20800 “7 82 80 sw PK 4 
pr 16 | so0e6 | sore 87 83 “ ssw FK gs 
| gard} 10 | g0'786 | ga-702 0 1 & sw FK ey 
|) ie | 20-881 ] 20087 | 87 83 St ssw rK tm 
5 oth |e 10 | ger. | 20797 87 83 ors sw PX hm 
F | ie | 20684 | 39000 | 8H 8 |. SSW c tm 
| goth | 10 | ae770 | 30776 0 9 eo sw c ery 
4 io | 20-679 | 20-686 a 82 07 8 te bm 
8 goth | 10 | 2°74 | 20-700 9 83 7a w c bw 
é 1s | Seas | 2005s o BI 5 Nw re oe 
F} amth| 10 | 20796 | goa 83 a 80 ssw c bm 
1s | 20001 | 20°07 % 61 66 SSE K bm 
goth | 10 | 20892 | 098 a 76 48 » C bm 
t] 20:737 20743 eo 81 oo ssw PU bm 
Aprggzend| 10 | 20780 | 20851 87 80 72 &sw K ’ 
" je | 20-055 | 20°747 86 0 7 sW K . 
| gant} 10 | go7z3-| 20816 | ¥e | go | 76 8 K . 
é mW 20056 away 87 80 7 8 K . 
g gubh| a | s0-708 | 0806 $6 0 73 8 K be 
g iw 20-055 20787 67 80 ry 8 K * 
= 26th | 30 20-797 2os10 87 7 os SSE K tm 
i] ie | 2ods2 | 2763 88 83 7.| Waw ie im 
[| * sob) 10 | go717 | 20808 80 81 @ | ESE K bm 
° 1¢ | 20-005 | s0006 a 63 70 wsw ‘Ic bw 
27th | 10 | 20765 | 29616 bd 82 76 Calm, K om 
| || Bae |e] 8] ) 8 sek ae |S 
y SSE Cc ” 
j 16 | sx07g | 20763 by 81 73 8 KP ” 
| 
|April Sst | 10 | 20-021 | 29°93 o 7% o SbyE 12 6 
} te | 20801 | 20823 87 n e Ty 16 6 
Sod} 10 | 20889 | BHHsD J "7 58 8 by E 13 be 
1¢ | 20743 | 20766 86 7 a SE 18 e 
tank | 10 } eoxex | 20876 88 7 oo Shy E nu te 
- ie | 29-736 | 20-768 87 76 58 SE ita ‘ 
H Buh | jo | tirbae | S008 88 7 69 88 10 e 
iH ie | 20761 | 20'783 86 70 1 | SEbyE a ¢ 
i 26th | 10 20°85 90 70 0 B by & 8 . 
le | ore | 2770 7 |, 7% 68 ESE “ 6 
20th | 10 +4 77 63 | SEs n e 
| smu] 2] Bas| wes | o| 2) BS] Skee] i ae 
10 : SEbys e 
| 1s | 20783 | 20775 bd 7 on se u ry 
April 220d) 19 | 20-730 | 20°11 80 70 o wsw “3 6 
16 bee | BHO | eR 73 2 NNW 32 e 
29-720 | 20801 93 7” ot ssw +6 e 
wo 7%) ssW 17 
#2 73 | OGL w 48 © 
bed ™ a7 W os 6 
200 ™ 32 NW 20 « 
o so | WNW 62 e 
%) wm) «| WNW 30 * 
o7 7 26 WNW oe e 
4 3 o | WNW 20 e 
+4 7 a | WNW +0 t 
70 nm 70 Ww 60 P 
a1 73 39 w 78 
oo 7” 7 sw 80] a, | CK 
Sf 8 6 Ww ry es 
a or) a7 w Bi 
87 cr) oo wWosrw 
a 73 | 85 ssw 17 
8 i) 6 i sw 
bed 3 oo 88Ww 
& eo w * 
wo 80 63 8 
9 61 ) w . 
1 as | ‘oT SW 
88 6 mi)+ Ww . 
ot St I ssw 
0 cm 66 8W 
wind in miles 
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22nd to 28th April 1877. - 
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Results of the Meteorological Observations taken at Alipore Obseryatory trom 









































| 4 Tamrasatcen. Hroxomernr, Winn, | : 
. | : | | 
| fg | | oe | 2\§ Kain, w, 
gs : ag 12 | BL S| | Preraiting tire. — 
| 2 ¢ \elelslala tion, 
4 , 2 - | € | #| = z 3 | 
)g\)is |i] Paeaeaeue 3 
a |4/a aig ialiajaleiléla | 
| ] | a 
Inch. | © | O | 0 | © | © jth. | O°| . jeneh. | 
1st? 
April 22nd 20716 | BOY OTT) 202) 775) 703 OBOE) THK 49 | Till noon 8.8,W.,) 130 | Nil, | Sk ally cloud; 
| | till midwight 8, Tk. Rant ce: 
| 23nd ‘woe | #88 OTH WT FT) TTS | RTE | THI) 76 | Chiefly South ... | 106 | Nil. | Morningclonr ; turtially 
cloudy till oveni 

| | floods K, Uk. ant 
wight clear, |, 

j eat | roe | sas) vee | gies | TTR) THR | NBG] 75H) 75 | Chiefly South... | 100) Nil. | Clear during the day - 
night partially cloudy» 
tleede oa ner 

esth | tor | wer wae! goa | rom! rer | taag | oer | 68 [Tinta South! on | Nit | atoeni 

: "| till? aa. afteratou”” petal 
ort Pe oS | cael ‘ctoude Ch 4 
2 | SW, till mid Poe ips clots 
night’ S., back | 
again through | 
| + | | W.& SW. 
goth ess | ss | por | etn | 780 )708) -770| me! OL] TO am. S,| 85 | Nil [Cloudy thick in the 
till 7 raat, voored w pelomds Cy 
round W, to + Ce, &C. : 
XNA, till 
midnight 
| | | j through | 
27th | T2a |) po wT | SPS | TG TFS) hey 73S | 6 | South till noon,| 222) Nil. | Sky partial 
| | x | till midnight piety nA 
veered round Ca K. 
WN, & BE. to 
| sk 
ath | 70a | BT | oe | ee) TTS se 721 | tw | OH | Till noom vowrod | 114 | Nil, | Sky partially eloudy 
| | again to NW., © | day and night cloedy 
| | through E. & N, Kea c 
| till amidnight, | 
| | veerd 105.5, W.,) 
| | | | | round W. 








* Pk, Palliocumulus, K, Camalus, C. cirrus, Ck. cirrocumull, Cs, cirrostrati. 

















Inch. 
‘The mean pressure of the seven days eer 20-714 
‘The average pressure of the corresponding period for 20 years 20744 
8 
The mean temperature of the seven days oe ans wt + 840 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for 20. years . 845 
‘The extreme variation of temperature during the seven days * ve 280 
‘The maximum temperature during the seveu days és a 100% 
The mean humidity during the seven days or 66° 


‘The total fall of rain from 22nd to 2sth April ; . ate Nil. 
‘The mean pressure, temperature, &c., are deduced from observations made At Gh. 10h., 16h 
and 22h. The maxituum and minimum temperatures from self-registering thermometers. Ail the 
thermometers are verified, aud the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed and veri- 
fied at the Kew Observatory. ‘They are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sidey and are 
suspended four feet above the ground, 

The barometer readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard, Newman’s No. 86, 
at the Surveyor-General’s Offige. 2 z : 

- The hygrometric clements are obtained from tables LII, IV, and V of the official tables computed 

in the Meteorological Office, and based on Regnault’s modification of August's formala, by 

The direction aud movemept of the wind are taken from the trace of a Beckley’s anemograph. 

‘The mouth of the raingauge is one foot above the ground. 


H. ¥. Buaxroxv, Meteorological Reporter to the Government of India. 
Mbreoroxooicat Orrice, Inpia, the 80th April 1877. 
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Approximate Return of Traffic for week enided 21st April 1877, on 1,279 miles open. 
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RAST INDIAN RAILWAY—MAIN LINE. 





EAST INDIAN RAILWAY—JUBBULPORE LINE. 


Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 21st April 1877, on 2283 miles open. 
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Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 2iet April 1877, om 158 miles open. 
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EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY. 
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* Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 2st April 1877, on 27 miles open. 
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CHOLERA IN THE DISTRICTS OF CHITTAGONG AND NOAKHALLY 


FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.—MISCELLANEOUS—No, 1308, 
. Calcutta, the 4th May 1877. 


From—H. J. S, Corron, Esa., Junior Secy. to the Govt, of Bengal, 
To—The Commissioner of the Ohittagong Division. 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 75G., dated 
27th April 1877, in which you submit a report on the epidemic of cholera that 
has recently occurred in your division. 

2, The Liéutenant-Governor deeply deplores the terrible effects of this 
outbreak, which have resulted, it is believed, in a mortality unprecedented even 
in the annals of cholera. At the same time, it is satisfactory to be able to say 
that the exertions of all the officers of Government to alleviate the disease 
Were unremitting. All possible assistance was afforded, and very grent credit 
is due to both Dr. Murray and Dr. Lyons, the Civil Surgeons of Chittagong 
and Noakholly, for the zealous and indefatigable manner in which they devoted 

emselves to their professional duties during a most trying period. The* 

especial acknowledgments of Government are also due to Dr. Coates, the 
Sanitary Commissioner, who was deputed t6 Chittagong in December, and wha 
not only organised a scheme for affording medical relief and for utilizing to 
the utmost the available agency, but himself personally visited the worst local- 
ities, lived among the people, and afforded them encouragement by his presence 
and advice. With two unfortunate exceptions, the native assistant surgeons 
and native doctors also did their duty well. 


